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Extract of the Diary of New Herrnuvr for the year 1822. 


On the 9th February, we had the pleasure to welcome the Brethren 
Benhof and Damus, with their wives, as our future fellow-labourers in 
this mission. Brother Beenhof will reside at Friedensberg, St. Croix, 
and. have the superintendance of the work of God in these islands. 
Brother Damus is appointed to be an assistantin Friedensfeld. On the 
5th May we held a meeting with the widows belonging to our congre- 
gation, 105in number. A very aged negro woman, who was present on 
this occasion, and expressed herself in terms of humble gratitude for 
the blessings she had enjoyed, departed within two days after, in a very 
happy and peaceful manner. She had not been baptized many years, 
having remained unconcerned about her soul till a late period of life. 
A few words spoken to her by a missionary, whom she accidentally met 
on the public road, first led her to serious reflection. He inquired why 
she did not come to church, and added, that she also might become, by 
faith in Jesus, a child of God and an heir of everlasting happiness. 
These words proved to have been spoken in season; the seed sown in 
her heart sprang up, and in due time brought forth fruit unto eternal 
life. 

‘‘From June to September an uncommon drought prevailed, and the 
earth, with all living creatures upon its surface; seemed to faint for 
want of refreshment. Scarcity of provisions followed as the natural 
consequence, but though the negroes had their share in the general suf- 
fering, we were thankful to find from their declarations to us, that they 


endured no absolute want. Among others, a negro sister observed, ‘It 
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is indeed difficult for us to obtain food, during this dry season; when I 
go into the fields in the morning, I have frequently nothing to eat, yet 
my faithful Saviour alwys sends me enough to satisfy my hunger, by 
gome kind hand. ‘This encourages me thankfully to depend on his 
daily care.’ ” 

On the 22d July, Brother Mehr visited a sick negro, about twenty 
years of age, who a few months ago had began to attend our church, 
previous to which, by his own confession, he bad never been in any 
place of worship. He bas for some time monifested an uncommon de- 
gree of anxiety, and evidently laboured under an impression, that it 
was high time for him to seek the pardon of his sins, by faith in Jesus. 
At the last prayer-day, being admitted to the class of candidates for 
baptism, he expressed heartfelt joy aud gratitude for the favour confer- 
red upon him. To the question, whether it was indeed his sincere de- 
sire to surrender himself to his Saviour, and depend «lone upon His 
grace, for conversion of heart and the enjoyment of true happiness, 
he answered, with a readiness not very usual among the negroes. 
“Yes, that is my full determination: I have now no other object in 
view.” His last illness consisted in violent cramps, which resisted all 
medical means. when Brother Mehr visited him, he entreated with 
earnestness, that he might be baptised, and this request being granted. 
he shortly after departed this life, in a peaceful and happy manner. 
His father, who bad been baptised twenty years before, but forsaken the 
right way, was present at the above mentioned solemnity; but we 
were, alas! unable to perceive, that any salutary impression had been 
made upon his mind. 

“About this time, we were visited by many negroes, both new 
people and such as had been excluded, or had withdrawn from our 
connection, and heard with pleasure the assurance of their determina- 
tion to attend at church diligently, because it was their wish to be con- 
verted. A negro woman who had formerly been a communicant, said, 
‘©J have done much that is evil, and continued long in the service of 
sin. Ah! lam unworthy of our Saviour’s grace, for I have trodden it 
“under foot. But now that I am grown old and feeble, I see that I 
“have great need to consider, how my poor soul may be saved from 
** eternal perdition.” 

On the Sist, our new Governor, Vice-Admiral Jessen, a distin- 
guished officer in the Danish navy, honoured us witha friendly visit. 

At the speaking previous to the Holy Communion, we were under 
the necessity of giving notice to some negroes, who had quarrelled vi- 
olently with one another when at work, that they could not be admitted 
this time: and it afterwards cost us no little pains, to bring them to a 
sense of their improper conduct, and to ask each others pardon. On 
such occasions, the character of the negroes shews itself in a peculiarly 
strong and unfavorable light. Whenever a dispute takes place, their 
inclination leads them to prolong it to the utmost, and by every means 
in their power. Our only mode of repressing these unchristian disposi- 
tions, being by persuation and entreaty, it may be supposed, we have 
often much difficulty in effecting a reconciliation. 
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Previous to the holy communion in the beginning of December, a 
female communicant expressed berself in the following manner, con- 
cerning ber state of heart. “ lam often disturbed by the pride of my 
“own heart, whereby I am brought into great and well deserved 
* distress and perplexity. I have often prayed to our Saviour, to take 
“away from me this besetting sin, but alas! it still makes its appear- 
“ance. Help me to prey tor deliverance from it.” This humble de- 
claration was so much the more pleasing, as it is but seldom that ne- 
groes are found, who, of their own accord, confess, that this root of 
corruption remains in their heart. 

On the 15th, Sister Hohe visited a sick negro woman, who, being 
asked how she did, replied, witi: a serene countenance, “1! have been 
“wishing to see you, to tell you, that [ shall not be muchlonger here 
“below.” How do you know this? ‘The doctor told me so, and our 
“ Saviour has likewise made it clear tome.” ‘To the question, whether 
she was freed from all that oppressed her heart and conscience, and 
could depart hence with joy, sie answered, “ : here is nothing to 
“oppress my mind. My Saviour has forgiven all my sins. In my youth, 
“JT lived a wicked life, and grieved Him much. But when I had the 
“ favour to be received into the congreg.tion, I surrendered my whole 
“heart to Him, and now I live in the hope, that He will save me, out 
‘‘of free grace and mercy: for He hath shed His precious blood for the 
“remission of my sins” ‘Till her departure, which took place on the 
following day in a very gentle manner, she continued in earnest prayer, 
and in communion with her Saviour. 

During the yeuwr 1822, eleven children and eighteen adults were 
baptized at New Herrnhut; eleven persons were received into the con- 
gregation, and seven admitted to the first enjoyment of the holy com- 
munion. 

At the close of the year, the negro congregation consisted of 409 
baptized adults, amongst whom were 563 communicants, and ninety 
baptized children. ‘To which are to be added, 233 candidates for bap- 
tism, new people and persons for the present excluded. In all 732. 


«KK. HOHE, —SPARMEYER, —MAEHR.” 





Extract from the Diary of Niesky, for the year 1822. 


The Mission in these Islands having received the expected rein- 
forcement of missionaries, and the necessary arrangements having been 
made for the supply of the different settlements, Brother Huenerbein, 
was now at liberty to return to Europe. On the 10th March, he de- 
livered his farewell-discourse to the negroes; and on the 17th em- 
barked, accompanied by our best wishes and prayers. The same day, 
we had our monthly prayer-day, and in the evening-service, remem- 
bered our late fellow-labourer in a particular manner, thanking the 
Lord for all the blessings, which He had caused to rest on the labour 
of His servant, «nd beseeching him for a continuance of His grace and 
strength, to all who have still the favour to be employed in this blessed 
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work, On this occasion, we had pleasing proofs of the affection of the 
negroes for their late teacher, and the esteem in which they held his 
long and faithful endeavours to promote their eternal welfare. 

The evening services during the Passion-week, were attended by a 
multitude of hearers of all colours. On the great festivals of the 
Christian Church, Good Friday and Easter, not only was the church 
crowded to excess. but the doors and windows, and the immediate 
precincts of it, were filled with people, of whom scarcely one half could 
hear what was read and spoken. Great attention and order, however, 
prevailed, beyond what we could have expected. 

On the, 2ist April, we had a solemn meeting with those members of 
our congregation, who had been baptized, or admitted to other church- 
privileges, since the preceding Easter. Forty-eight persons were 
present. 

On the 30th, the holy sacrament was administered to several of the 
aged and sick negroes, on five different plantations. Among the seven 
persons who partook of it, on the estate Eensamheed, was a negro wo- 
man, who had lived to see four generations in her family. Almost all 
the negroes on the estate are related to her, and it is to be ascribed in 
a great measure to the instruction given to the young people, by her- 
self and daughters, that decency and morality prevail among them to 
an extent not often witnessed, 

On the 14th, a negro woman departed this life, who had been re- 
ceived into the congregation in the year 1814, but was afterwards ex- 
cluded on account of deviations. She had gone to live with a negro, 
who had himself forfeited his connexion with us, by separating from 
his wife. The mother of the negro in question, a communicant, 
prayed often to the Lord, in the distress of her soul, as she herself as- 
sured us, that he would have mercy on her erring child, and lead him 
again into the right way. Abouta fortnight ago, the negro came to 
Brother Blitt, disclosed to him the uneasiness of his mind, and asked 
his advice. He was informed, that there were no bounds to the mer- 
cy of Jesus, and His willingness to receive repenting sinners, but that 
it was necessary to show the reality of our repentance, by forsaking 
that which. is evil, and making all the reparation in our power, for the 
injury done to others. The example of Zaccheus was enforced, as ap- 
plicable to this subject. As he had given so striking an evidence of 
his unfaithfulness to his Saviour, by forsaking his wife, and seducing 
another woman to live with him, bis first object, after obtaining pardon 
of the Lord, ought to be, to seek a reconciliation with his wife. ‘That 
as long as he continued in his present illicit connexion, he could not, 
agreeably to the precepts of holy writ, be admitted to the fellowship 
of the Christian Church. The negro heard this with great submis- 
sion, but seemed very reluctant to renew his connection with his for- 
mer wife, and urged that she would refuse to receive him again. He 
was however reminded that it was his duty to act simply according to 
the word of God, and leave to the Lord the direction of the circum- 
stances connected with !\is present views. He went home with a hea- 
vy heart, but continued, according to the testimony of his mother, 
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praying to the Lord with many tears, that He would have mercy upon 
him, and enable him to proceed in the right way. ‘The negro woman 
who had been seduced by him, overheard his conversation with Bro- 
ther Blitt, having stood unperceived hebind the door. She afterwards 
reproached him bitterly for the intention he had disclosed, and de- 
clared her determination of returning to the path of virtue. She accor- 
dingly called upon us, and gave us the same assurances, humbly en- 
treating that she might be forgiven. She seemed at that timein good 
health, but in a few days fell ill of a fever, and soon after departed, 
calling on the Lord Jesus for mercy and the pardon of her sins. The 
negro had, previous to this event, besought his wife to forgive his un- 
faithfulness, and return to him; which she at length consented to do. 

On the 28th and 29th, we were much engaged in visiting the sick 
and infirm on several plantations. Seventeen communicants received 
the holy sacrament, to the strengthening and refreshing of their souls. 
Several persons excluded trom our fellowship came to us, and we did 
not omit to exhort them, to reflect upon their past conduct, and to 
turn unto the Lord for pardon and rest. We can affirm, to the praise 
of our merciful Saviour, that such visits to the sick are not without 
fruit: we have many opportunities to warn the hardened sinner, to com- 
fort the afflicted, and encourage the faithful souls to cleave to Jesus, 
and to depend on Him under all circumstances. 

About this time, many new people visited us, and requested that 
their names might be entered in our books, declaring their earnest de- 
sire to enjoy closer connection with the congregation. The new peo- 
ple, who were added to this class in July and August, amounted to 
sixty-one, and we can believe that the majority of them are earnestly 
in search of the one thing needful. Even in the hearts of such, as 
were unable to express themselves distinctly on religious subjects, the 
work of the Spirit of God was to be traced. Several of these had but 
recently arrived from Guinea. It is remarkable that almost all the 
negroes on a certain small plantation belong to our church, although 
the proprietor, who with his family resides upon it, is no friend to the 
Mission. Brother Blitt and his wife, who had but a short time ago 
come to Niesky from Emmaus in St. Jan, happening to visit on this 
plantation, were desirous of inquiring after an aged and infirm negro 
woman, who is a member of our congregation. Sister Blitt according- 
ly waited upon the wife of the proprietor, but was informed by her, that 
there were no negroes on the estate that belonged to our church. Af- 
ter this, we were obliged to give up the idea of visiting in the negro- 
houses. Some of the negroes however followed their teachers to the 
neighbouring plantation. ‘The owner of the plantation having subse- 
quently obtained more correct intelligence as to the religious state of 
his negroes, has forbidden them to come to church, on pain of punish- 
ment. This indeed most of them seem willing to undergo, rather than 
be deprived of religious instruction. ‘ Though I know I shall be beaten 
for it,” said one of these negroes, “I cannot help coming to church ; 
for in these things we must obey God rather than men.” 

The long drought, which had lasted several months, and been pro- 
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ductive of great distress throughout these islands, was at length termi- 
nated by several violent thunderstorms. For this mercy we return 
heartfelt thanks to our gracious heavenly father During the preva- 
lence of the scarcity, a negro sister expressed herself as follows to one 
of the missionaries: ‘* My Saviour often gives me so much food, that I 
can assist my suffering neighbours from my abundance; and when I 
am myself in want, he never lets me suffer hunger, but sends me, from 
some quarter or other, a morsel of bread.” We cannot help remark- 
ing here, that the negroes exceed their white brethren, both in conten- 
tedness and generosity. Seldom will they refuse to divide their pit- 
tance with a needy fellow-creature, even though their own hunger 
remains unsitislied, and they see no means of obtaining a further sup- 
ply of food. 

In September, a communicant sister departed happily, who had been 
so ill, at the time of our last visit to the plantation, that she could not 
bear to be carried to the other negroes, who were abvut to partake of 
the Holy Sacrament. Brother Blitt feared, tiiat she had remained ab- 
sent from indifference, and went to speak with her on the subject. Af- 
ter conversing with her for some time, he was going away, when she 
began to weep, and said, “I have desired so long to enjoy the holy 
communion, and now you are le.ving me, without granting me this 
enjoyment. I shall see you no more, for 1 am soon going to my Sa- 
viour.” The missionary was rejoiced to find that be had been mista- 
ken, and administered to her the heavenly repast, to her great comfort 
and encourage ment. 

In the middle of Novewher, Sister Blitt was attacked by a violent fe- 
ver; the consequence of which was the premature birth of an infant 
daughter, which departed a few hours after. All endeavours to save 
the mother proving ineffectual, she followed ber infant into eternal 
bliss, on the 27thinst. She had served with ber busband, in this Mis- 
sion, since the end of the year 1819, «nd was universally beloved and 
esteemed by al] who knew her. Her affectionate manner with the ne- 
groes, and the earnestness with which she sought their everlasting wel- 
fare, made a general impression upon their hearts; «and in visiting the 
sick and dying she was unwearied. Her loss is therefore severely felt, 
not only by her husband, but by all her fellow-labourers, and the whole 
congregation. When her last farewell exhortations were delivered to 
the assembled negroes, at a meeting on the Ist December, the loud 
weeping of all present proved an affecting tribute to her memory. She 
had attained to the age of 33 years. 

In the year 1822, twenty-four children and seventeen adults have 
been baptized at Niesky: twenty-three persons received into the con- 
gregation, aod twenty admitted to the holy communion, Eleven chil- 
dren and thirty-five adults have departed this life. 

At the close of the year 1822, the congregation consisted of 166 bap- 
tized children, and 672 baptized adults; of whom 507 are communi- 
cants. The number of negroes of all classes belonging to this settle- 
ment, is 1131. 

N. BLITT, N. JUNG. 
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DIARY OF THE MISSION AT PAKIMARIBO. 


Extract of the Diary of the Mission at Parimantso, for the latter part of 


the year 1822. 


Ir often occurs, that we are called to visit sick persons, who express 
a desire to receive holy baptism. This request naturally requires ma- 
ture consideration on our part, especially when we find the applicant 
has never attended any place of worship, and ts altogether ignorant of 
the word of God and the way of Salvation. Sometimes it appears pretty 
evident, that the object is merely to obtain Christian burial, or to grat- 
ify relations and friends. In such cases, we refuse to comply; but do 
not the less earnestly direct the patient to that Saviour, who is ever rea- 
dy to forgive the sins of all true penitents, and to Fiim we commend 
the patient in fervent prayer. On the other hand, if we have reason to 
think, thet a work of grace bas been begun in the he rt of such per- 
sons, and it has pleased God, by His Spirit, to lead them toa knowl- 
edye of their lost and wretched state, and their need of a Saviour, we 
do not feel at liberty to refuse. If recovery should take place, we 
have generally the pleasure to perceive that the seed sown has not 
been cast away; and if they depart this life, we are enabled to hope, 
that they are admitted as pardoned sinners into the mansions of bliss. 
The solemo nature of the baptismal transaction seldom fails to make a 
deep impression upon those who are present: the result of which is 
that they come to church, and hear the word of Life, in many instances, 
to the saving of their soul. 

13th July. —The Brethren Genth and Voigt visited the negroes on 
the plantation Klynhoop, in company of Mr. Austin and another En- 
glish gentleman. The following day, being Sunday, two discourses 
were held, to numerous and attentive auditories. ‘The expressions of 
miny of the hearers, were very gratifying. A similar visit was paid by 
Brotier Buck and his wife, upon the estate of Fairfield; a number of 
new people from the plantation Breukelward, attended the public ser- 
vice there for the first time, and appeared much impressed by what 
they heard of the love of Jesus. 

On our two prayer-days in August and September, twenty-one 
adults and three children were baptized, and a free negroe woman, al- 
ready baptized by a popish priest, was received into the congregation. 
Ten were admitted candidates for baptism. 

In the following days we spoke individually with our communicants. 
A negro made the following simple declaration, “I pray to our Sa- 
viour, on every occasion, that He would protect and bless me: even 
when lam out fishing, and throw my line into the water, | implore 
him to grantme success.” Another said, “ | was brought hither from 
negro-land, where men live in ignorance like brute beasts, and have 
no knowledge of our Saviour. ‘Through the hearing of the word of 
God, I have however been brought to the knowledge of the truth, and 
have learnt where to apply for help. 1 am indeed a poor worm, and 
unworthy to approach the Cross of Jesus: yet he has compassion 
upon me.” 


Before the end of September, Brother Buck made a second visit to 
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the plantation Fairfield. He delivered several discourses to the ne- 
groes, and administered the holy communion to twenty-six persons. 
Several newly baptized negro women came to him from the plantation 
Breukelwaard, and expressed their sorrow, that they had so few oppor- 
tunities of being visited and instructed by their teachers. On his way 
to Klynhoop the missionary waited on the manager of this estate, and 
requested permission to visit the infirm and aged negroes, who could 
not come to attend the meetings at Fairfield. This was not only gran- 
ted, but the negroes were assembled in a suitable house, that Brother 
Buck might address them. ‘The eyes of these poor people glistened 
with pleasure, and with eagerness to receive instruction. Similar 
meetings were held at Klynhoop, and a promise was given at the plan- 
tatian Molhoop, which is not far from Parimaribo, that a building 
should be erected, where the negroes might assemble to hear the way 
of Salvation. 

October 17th.—A free mulatto woman, Magdalen Troi, one of the 
oldest members of our congregation, departed this life. She was bap- 
tized. in the year 1780, consequently only four years after the baptism 
of the first convert in this Mission. We can give her that testimony, 
that she continued faithful to the covenant into which she had entered 
with her Saviour, and lived in the enjoyment of His Salvation. Her 
expressions of faith in Jesus, and resignation to His will, during her 
last illness, were very edifying. She had been a widow for thirty 
years, and was in good circumstances. Her two daughters contributed 
three hundred Surinam guilders, towards our church expenses, soon 
after her departure. 

In November, Brother Genth and his wife visited several plantations 
on the rivers Commewine and Coitica, and had many opportunities 
afforded him of declaring the glad tidinga of the gospel to the negroes. 
At Molhoop the manager called a great number of them together, and 
while the missionary was addressing them, spoke as follows: “ Who- 
ever of you has an upright heart, and is desirous to be baptized, let 
him speak freely.” Hereupon several gave in their names, which he 
immediately wrote down. Brother Genth however informed nim, that 
it was not our method to proceed. hastily, but that we first gave the 
heathen the needful instruction, and only then administered baptism 
to them, when they had become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
On the following day he bad an-opportunity of presching the Gospel 
to a large company, consisting both of negroes and white people. At 
Fairfield, the holy communion was administered to a number of ne- 
groes belonging to our church. While here, Brother Genth and his 
wife spoke individually with about a hundred persons, of whom thirty- 
one belong to the plantation Breukelwaard. With gratitude they per- 
ceived a solid awakening, especially among the young people. In 1822, 
91 adults, and 26 children have been baptized at Parimaribo, and 80 per- 
sons admitted to the holy communion. At the close ofthe year the con- 
gregation consisted of 793 baptized adults, of whom 755 are communi- 
cants, and 180 baptized children; besides 170 candidates and new peo- 












































ne 
ons. 
ation 
por- 
way 
and 
ould 
ran- 
ther 
sned 
oilar 
lan- 
ding 
way 


the 
bap- 
tism 
ony, 
sred 
Her 

her 
uirty 
uted 
soon 


ions 
ities 
‘es. 
and 
‘ho- 

let 
n he 
that 
the 
tism 
rist, 
spel 
At 
ne- 
| his 
rty- 
per- 
322, 
per- 
on- 
uni- 
e0- 


LETTERS FROM THE BRETHREN’S SETTLEMENTS. 57 


ple. At Fairfield Breakelwaard and Klynhoop, there are 90 baptized ne- 
groes, of whom thirty three are communicants. Total of negroes under 
our care, 1233. 


(Signed) W. C. GENTH, and five other Missionaries. 


LABRADOR. 


Letters received in 1824, from the Missionaries of the Untrep BreTuren, 
employed among the Esquimavux; addressed to the Society for the 
Furtuerance of the Gosrer.* 





I. FROM OKKAK. 


July 29th, 1824, 
Dearest Brethren, 

The 13th of July was the happy day on which the Harmony ar- 
rived and cast anchor in our harbour. This was indeed an unexpected 
event, for, as long as the Mission has existed, the ship has never ar- 
rived so early. Filled with joy and gratitude, for this repeated proof 
of God’s mercy, we offered up thanks and praise for the preservation of 
the ship and her company, both on her voyage home last year, and her 
safe and expeditious passage to us. Brother George Hertzberg, who 
will be our future fellow-labourer, met with a most cordial welcome, as 
did our worthy Captain Fraser, the first and second mate, and those of 
the sailors with whom we are acquainted. We pray that Brother 
Hertzberg may soon learn the Esquimaux language, become a lively 
witness of the Gospel, and be long preserved in this rude but healthy 
country. 

“We return you many thanks for your kind letter-of the 28th of 
May, which proved a great encouragement to us all; likewise for the 
supply of necessaries of every kind, sent to us. May the Lord bless 
and endow you with every good gift from the treasury of His grace, 
aud reward you for all the benefits bestowed upon us, His poor ser- 
vants and handmaids. In this view we often commend you, and 
all our dear friends and benefactors, to Him in prayer. 

“ We felt much pain on being informed of the departure of our ven- 
erable Brother ‘Thomas Moore, who always was a particular friend and 
promoter of the Mission in Labrador. His memory will remain pre- 
cious to us; and as several of us approach the age at which this our 
dear Brother was so unexpectedly called home to rest, we pray that 
our end may be like his. We shall then join him and all the Saints 
made perfect, in giving honor, praise and blessing to the Lamb that was 
slain, and hath brought us nigh, and reconciled us to Ged, by his blood. 

“© We thank you in particular, for having so generously attended to 
our wish, and printed for the use of our Esquimaux congregation, the 
new and improved hymn-book. ‘They will rejoice to receive it; and 
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we trust that its use will be attended with a special blessing; and that 
the glorious subject of the life, death, atonement, and merits of our Sa- 
viour, will be proclaimed in the songs and praises of our dear people, 
with renewed ardor and delight. All those who have so kindly la- 
boured, and contributed towards promoting this beautiful part of our 
worship, will also rejoice to join the saved from among the Esquimaux 
nation, in singing the eternal song before the throne of the Lamb. 

* On the 12th of May, we called to mind the peculiar mercies expe- 
rienced by the Church to which we belong, now for a century since 
its renewal. When we consider, with what patience and grace the 
Lord has led us, as a people, and sent us to proclaim His Gospel to so 
many wretcthed, benighted, and abandoned heathens, we are astonished 
that He should have chosen such poor unworthy creatures, as we feel 
ourselves to be, to take share in that great work. 

“To the praise of His grace, we have again the satisfaction to in- 
form you, that He bas carried on His work here, at Okkak, during the 
year past without intermission, We have enjoyed true spiritual feasts 
on those days, when we met to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, to admin- 
ister the Sacrament of holy baptism, as well as at confirmations, recep- 
tions into the congregation, and on other occasions, when his presence 
cheered our souls, and filled us with renewed courage to proceed in 
our labours. Those brethren, who had charge of the schools, give 
the best testimony to the youth of both sexes, for diligence and good 
behaviour. When we spoke with the individuals, previous to the holy 
communion, or before prayer-days, we had frequent opportunities to 
observe their growth in grace and in the knowledge of themselves. 
Not a few have advanced in the privileges of the Church, and the 
new people shew much earnestness in seeking to know the way of 
salvation. 

** At the conclusion of the year 1823, the number of inhabitants at 
Okkak, was 328: 43 more than last year; 133 adults are baptized; and 
of these 88 are communicants: besides whom we have 104 baptized 
children, and 19 candidates for baptism. The rest are new people. 
Since the ship left us last year, twelve adults and four children have de- 
parted this life, of whom we may truly say that they all gave full evi- 
dence of their reliance on the merits of Christ, and rejoiced in the hope 
of living with Him forever. Twelve children were born. From Buster 
1823, to Easter 1824, nine adults were haptized, thirteen were admitted 
to the Lord’s Supper, and five young persons, baptized as children, 
were received into the congregation. The Esquimaux residing at 
Kangertluksoak, about twenty in number, have declared their intention 
to move hither. May they all hear aud believe, and give their hearts 
to our Saviour. 

* We feel much obliged to our dear friends at Fairfield and its vi- 
cinity, for sending us a sufficient supply of planks for benches in our 
new church. We and our people beg to return them our best thanks 
for so valuable a gift. 

In February, an epidemical disorder appeared among the Esqui- 
maux. It was attended with a violent cold in the head, cough and 
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pleurisy. Many suffered severely from it; and from the 14th of April, 
tothe Istof July, it carried off ten adults and four children. Among 
the latter was Adam Frederick Kunath, about two years old, who de- 
parted on the 4th of June. Some of us were attacked, and suffered 
more or less; but now, by God’s mercy, we are all wellin health. At 
Seglek, many Esquimaux were seized, and some died of it. ‘Those in 
the north, as well as our own people had no want of food. Our Es- 
quimaux found a dead whale, fifty-six feet in length; and those of Se- 
glek another, of about the same size. But neither in nets, nor in 
kayaks, did they get any considerable number of seals, 

“ The cold, last winter, was intense. For a long time, Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer sunk to 20, 30, and 38 below 0. A great quantity of snow 
fell; and the cold weather lasted so long, that our gardens present but 
a poor prospect as to a good crop of vegetables. 

“On the 15th we sent post-kayaks to Nain, to give notice of the arri- 
val of the Harmony. ‘They returned on the 23d, and brought us the 
intelligence, that Brother and Sister Kohlmeister, after thirty-four 
years faithful service in this mission, will return to Europe to rest. We 
need not use many words to recommend them to your love and best 
ofiices; for you know them well, as active labourers in this part of the 
Lord’s Vineyard, and are of your own accord disposed to show them 
every kindness. As Brother Muller is appointed to succeed Brother 
Kohlmeister, in the superintendence of this mission, we pray that the 
Lord may grant to him the guidance of His !!oly Sp rit, and bless all 
his endeavours faithfully to execute the charge committed to him. 

‘May He also grant to the ship and company to return to you in 
safety. We salute you al] most cordially, as in the presence of Jesus. 
May He lift up His countenance upon you, and bless you. Remem- 
ber in love, your very affectionate Brethren and Sisters, at Okkak. 


(Signed) FREDERICK JENSEN MULLER, 
SAMUEL STURMAN, 
GEORGE KMOCH, 
ADAM KUNATH, 
JONATHAN MENTZEL. 


If. FROM NAIN. 
August 9, 1824, 
Dearest Brethren, 

“ We received your kind letter of the 28th of May, on the 20th of 
July. You cannot conceive the degree of joy which inspired us, on 
hearing that the Harmony, by the special providence and preservation 
of God, had reached Okkak, on the 13th of July; and that she had 
been so safely conducted last year to England. You have again very 
liberally supplied us with provisions, and other things necessary for 
our subsistence: for which we return our most unfeigned thanks to 
your Society, and to all friends and benefactors, who so kindly assist 
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you to provide means for the support of this and other Missions. May 
God our Saviour richly reward them out of the fulness of His Grace. 

« As members of one body, of which Christ is the head, we take the 
nearest share in all that concerns his Church on earth. Your letter 
informs us of the departure of several servants and handmaids in His 
house, whose loss deeply affects us. We join you in prayer, that He 
would prepare and appoint others equally faithful and active, to do His 
work on earth, in the room of those whom he calls home to rest. 

* Accept likewise our cordial thanks, for printing for us the revised 
Esquimaux Hymn-book. Our Esquimaux will exceedingly rejoice to 
receive it, having expected it with great eagerness. Nor do we doubt 
but that the use of it will be attended with renewed blessing; and as- 
sist to render our public worship lively and edifying. It will also give 
our Esquimaux an opportunity of learning many new tunes, with 
which they may employ themselves very pleasantly and usefully in the 
long winter evenings. 

** As you take such a cordial share in the spiritual welfare of this 
Mission, it affords us much pleasure to he able to inform you, that the 
word of the cross has, in the season past, approved itself again as the 
power of God unto salvation, to all them that believe. This was ina 
peculiar degree manifest in the hearts of some heathen, from the north, 
who spent the winter here. They were truly awakened; and being 
convinced, by the teaching of the Spirit of God, of their lost condition 
by nature, repented and confessed their sins, turned unto Jesus for par- 
don and deliverance, and found, that with Him there is plenteous re- 
demption. 

‘** These heathen were, in the beginning, remarkably blind and ignor- 
ant. One had been guilty of the murder of two of his countrymen. 
But when it pleased the Lord to open their hearts, it seemed as if they 
could not hear enough of that Saviour. who was manifest in the flesh, 
who suffered, died, rose again, and ascended into heaven, and now 
pleads in behalf of poor lost sinners, inviting even the worst to come 
unto Him, that they may obtain forgiveness and everlasting life. To 
them the Gospel was tidings of great joy. We likewise had the plea- 
sure to see several, who had formerly relapsed into sin, and been ex- 
cluded, return, with sincere repentance, requesting re-admission. We 
are truly thankful, that in the hearts of our young people, the Spirit of 
God has begun a good work, insomuch that we have the best hopes, 
that they will become the property of Jesus. His blessing has also 
been upon our schools, which were diligently attended. Many, on 
hearing or reading the sacred Scriptures, were deeply affected. Twelve 
persons from among the heathen have come to reside here; nine were 
admitted candidates for baptism; seven adults and five children were 
baptized, and seven became partakers of the Lord’s Supper. At the 
close of 1823, 192 persons lived at Nain, of whom 46 are communi- 
cants; 114 baptized adults and children, and the rest new people. 

* One of our Esquimaux was lost in the ice. An old woman, who 
with particular obstinacy, used to resist all instruction, and turned a 
deaf ear to every exhortation to consider the state of her soul, and the 
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importance of eternal things, was at length so much astonished and 
overpowered, by the gracé of the Lord, made manifest in the walk and 
conversation of those living with her in the same house, that in her last 
days she cried to the Lord for mercy, confessed Jesus the crucified to 
be her only Sdviour, and died, calling on His name. We thank you 
for your approbation of our attempts to teach our young people to per- 
form sacred music, since many of them have so much talent for it. 
Brother Glitsch has been indefatigable and very successful in their in- 
struction; and our worship has, on various occasions, been greatly en- 
livened by their performances. Our church-bell having last November 
become unserviceable, we request you to send us a new one, of some- 
what larger size. 

“As to the external support of our people, we give thanks for the 
goodness of God our Heavenly Father, displayed towards them; for 
though last Autumn the seal catching in kayaks failed, and distress 
might have ensued on that account, a sufficient number of these crea- 
tures were taken in nets to prevent actual want, and a whale, about 38 
feet in length, was found dead on the coast. After Easter, when there 
appeared again a want of food, the Esquimaux had considerable suc- 
cess in catching seals on the outer rim of the ice. Thus mercifully dots 
the Lord supply the necessities of those that put their trust in Him. 

“In our own family, we have, in general, enjoyed health, and have 
been favoured to do our work in a spirit of love and peace, according 
to the gifts bestowed upon us. Some slight ailments have befallen us, 
and both Brother Kohlmeister and his wife, and the Sisters Schmidt- 
man and Lundberg have suffered from severer indispositions, Our dear 
and aged Brother G. Schmidtman, after much suffering, was called 
home to eternal rest, on the 16th of July, in a very easy and gentle 
manner. ‘Thus this faithful servant of God, after having spent forty- 
three years in this mission, closed his labours, and entered into the 
joy of the Lord. He was particularly distinguished by his knowledge 
of the Esquimaux language, and benefited the Mission greatly by his 
various translations of many parts of the Holy Scriptures, the New Tes- 
tament, and several writings and hymns. He attained to the age of 76 
years and 3 months. In October last year, it pleased the Lord to take 
home the child Paul Gustavus Lundberg. 

“The Harmony entered our bay on the 2nd of August, when we had 
the pleasure to bid our worthy Captain Fraser, Brother Taylor, and 
others of the company, weleome among us. Brother Muller and his 
wife arrived with the ship, he being appointed to succeed Brother 
Kohlmeister in the care of the Mission. We pray that he may have 
that support from the Lord which he may stand in need of, to serve 
Him and His cause acceptably, and with profit and blessing. We re- 
commend our dear Brother and Sister Kohlmeister, who now return to 
Europe, to your love and kindness. He has, by the grace of God, 
served this Mission with faithfulness and zeal, and we pray that he may 
have an eternal reward. The Lord who called him to his service, sup- 
ported him under all difficulties, and owned his labours, will grant 
unto him to experience a continuance of His love and favour, and an 
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eternal reward of merey. May He grant to them, and the whole 
company on board, a safe and speedy passage across the ocean to 
our shores. 

“ Now, dearest Brethren, may our God and Saviour bless you, and 
all those who so generously assist you in your endeavours to make 
known His Gospel among the heathen, with rich blessings from the 
fullness of his grace, and, ashitherto, supply the means of supporting 
that work which he has committed to you. May he give tous, his poor 
servants and handmaids, whom he has appointed to serve him in this 
land, according to his wonted mercy, all that wisdom, power, and unc- 
tion, which we stand in need of in our labours among a people, who are 
at this time truly desirous of knowing bim as their Redeemer, and in- 
creasing in his love and grace. Wecommend ourselves to your faith- 
ful intercession, as your affectionate Brethren and Sisters. 


(Signed) BENJAMIN G. KOHLMEISTER, 
JOHN LUNDBERG, 
FRED. KNAUS, 
JOHN KORNER, 
ZACHARY GLITSCH. 


iif. FROM HOPEDALE. 


August 20, 1824. 
Dearest Brethren, 


“ Every expression of praise and thanksgiving to our merciful 
God and Saviour, is insufficient to describe the gratitude we owe for 
the countless benefits which we receive in such abundant measure at 
his hands. He is, indeed, faithful and true to his promise, and blesses 
his unworthy servants by his presence, help, and comfort, beyond all 
their thought and merit. His thoughts are indeed not our thoughts, 
nor his ways our ways, but they are all goodness and truth, and those 
dispensations, which now appear inexplicable to us, will be clearly un- 
derstood in heavenly light, when all trouble and perplexity will be at 
anend. Among the many mercies which we experience here in La- 
brador, there is one, which always excites us to a more than ordinary 
degree of grateful feeling, and that is, that from year to year we are fa- 
voured to see the ship you send to us, arrive in safety on our rocky and 
dangerous coast. We generally expect to hear that she has reached 
Okk»k towards the end of July, but this year we had the unexpected 
pleasure to be informed, by two post-kayaks, that she had arrived at 
Okkak as early as the 13th of that month. Our hearts were filled with 
joy and gladness, and we offered up our humble thanksgivings to Him, 
whose mercies are daily new. Your affectionate letter of the 28th of 
May, encouraged us by all its contents to renewed faithfulness and 
zeal in the work committed unto us. We read with much sympathy 
the account of the huppy departure of our venerable Brother Thomas 
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Moore. The Lord whom he faithfully served here below, now grants 
unto him an eternal reward of mercy, among the saints around his 
throne. 

“© We have experienced trials of various kinds, both in our Mission- 
ary service, and in our family, but likewise the gracious help and com- 
fortable presence of our Saviour with us. In the beginning of October 
last year, we rejoiced to see our dear Sister Meisner relieved from a 
painful illness, under which she had laboured since July. September 
3d, we welcomed Brother Henn and his wife, as our fellow-labourers, 
They arrived here, after an unususlly expeditious passage, performed 
in eighteen hours, in a boat from Nain. October 12th Sister Stock 
was safely delivered of a son, called Wilhm Edward, in holy baptism. 

‘The frequent and sudden changes in the weather, during the 
months of February and March, caused us all to suffer more or less 
from colds, coughs, and feverish symptoms, which were not easily got 
rid of. Sister Stock was not affected in this way, but, towards the end 
of March, was attacked by a different disorder, which soon appeared 
alarming. In April she was seized with a fainting fit, and as ber strength 
seemed fast declining, we requested Brother Kohlmeister to come to 
us from Nain, that he might administer medical advice and relief. He 
arrived on the 26th of that month, and it appeared, as if the Lord 
would bless the means prescribed. Brother Kohlmeister staid nine 
days with us, and his visit was likewise made useful in arranging va- 
rious «ffsirs connected with our Missionary Isbours. We now began 
to conceive hopes, that Sister Stock’s valuable life would be spared, 
but they soon vanished; for in about ten days the fever increased to 
such a degree, that in the beginning of June she wus confined to her 
bed, and_it became apparent, that the Lord would translate her to the 
realms of eternal bliss, and permit her to join the blessed company of 
the just made perfect, who surround His throne. On the 9th of June 
she fell gently asleep, and went over into the arms of her Redeemer. 
We all mourned over her loss, and sympathized with her afflicted bus- 
band, for she was indeed a faithful handmaid of the Lord, whose mem- 
ory will be dear to all who knew ber in this Mission. Her remains 
were interred on the 17th. 

‘ We acknowledge with humble gratitude that the Divine blessing 
has rested upon our poor service, of which it has pleased our Saviour, 
in the year past, to give us many proofs. This is our comfort and 
encouragement, amidst a consciousness of muny imperfections and 
mistakes, and we are thereby excited to greater diligence in our cal- 
ling, that he may ‘once be able to say of us, ‘“‘ They have done what 
they could, and been faithful in small things.” 

* As to the state of our Esquimaux congregation, we may declare 
with truth, that the doctrine of Jesus, of his incarnation, suffering, death 
and resurrection, has never ceased to approve itself as the power of 
God, to which more particularly our communicants bear witness, in 
their lives and conversation. A special blessing bas rested upon the 
celebration of the festival and memorial days of our Church, of the 
Lord’s Supper, baptismal transactions, and receptions into the congre- 
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gation. The schools have likewise been abundantly blessed, and we 
have the best hopes, that the good seed of the word sown in the hearts 
of the children, will bear fruit in due season. We have perceived 
with much pleasure, that the communication of accounts, from our 
Missions, particularly that in Greenland, has afforded them much edifi- 
cation, and given them some idea of the extent of the work of God 
among other heathen nations. Last winter, five adults, and five chil- 
dren, were baptized, seven persons were received, five admitted as 
candidates for the Holy Communion, and three as partakers. Our 
congregation consists of 59 communicants, 9 candidates, 27 baptized 
adults, not yet communicants, 7 candidates for baptism, and 83 chil- 
dren of both sexes: in all of 185 persons; six more than last year. 

‘In providing for their subsistence, our Esquimaux have experienced 
various proofs of the gracious help and protection of God. In autumn 
and winter they got but little, yet they obtained a supply of the most 
necessary articles. In spring they were more successful. The ice 
did not leave our bay till the 26th of June. On the outer coast, and to- 
wards the north, it Jay till the beginning of July. Among other in- 
stances of the preservation of life experienced by our people, one 
deserves to be particularly recorded, A party of three being, on the 
4th of June, engaged in fishing on the ice, that part on which they 
were standing broke loose from the shore, and was driven by a south- 
west wind out to sea. One of them, having a sledge with him, fasten- 
ed some seal-skins to it to keep it buoyant, and turning it upside down, 
used it as a raft; in this he paddled a full English mile, back to the firm 
ice, being commissioned by his brethren to procure a boat, and send it 
to their assistance. The sea, by God’s mercy, being calm, he reeched 
the shore in safety, but before he could procure the boat, the field of 
ice, with his two companions on it, had drifted nearly out of sight, and 
there was no possibility of overtaking them. ‘The two Esquimaux bre- 
thren were therefore left without the prospect of relief, and drove about 
for nine days, at the mercy of the waves. It may be easily supposed, 
that their sufferings in body and mind were very great. They cried to 
the Lord, as their only deliverer, and were not left without comfort in 
the midst of their affliction. On the 13th of June their prayers were 
heard, and they again reached the shore. In our report you will find 
a more detailed account of the marvellous preservation of these dear 
people, whose hearts, lips, and eyes, overflowed with thanksgiving to 
Jesus their Saviour, who regarded with pity the cries of themselves and 
their disconsolate families. We joined them with all our hearts, nor 
will this proof of God’s mercy easily be forgotten. In short, we may 
truly say, that the mercies of our God unto us and our people were 
daily new. 

*“ We are greatly obliged to you for causing the newly revised 
hymn-book to be printed, and are sure, that the joy of our congrega- 
tion will be very great, and a rich blessing attend the use of it. We 
thank you, likewise, for approving, and assisting in, our attempts to 
introduce musical accompaniments to aid the singing, in which the 
Esquimaux delight. May the Lord richly bless and reward you for all 
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the benefits we enjoy through your liberality, and enable you to con- 
tinue to supply us with the necessaries of life. You are more especi- 
ally requested by us, to thank, in our name, and that of our Esquimaux, 
the worthy members of the London Association in aid of the Brethren’s 
Missions, for the great and generous support they give to all our Mis- 
sions, and to tell them, that we often commend them in prayer to that 
Lord, who has disposed their hearts so kindly to assist His work, en- 
treating Him to grant them, from the fulness of His grace, a rich re- 
ward, and every good gift, both for time and for eternity. 

** As by the departure of our dear Sister Stock, her husband is obliged 
to return to Europe with his little son Adolph, we recommend him par- 
ticularly to your love and kind attention. His son Edward, an infant 
only three quarters of a year old, will be left to the kind care of Sister 
Morhardt. 

“ August 16th, we had the joy to see the Harmony enter our bay, 
and to welcome our good Captain Fraser, Brother Taylor, and likewise 
Brother Kohlmeister, his wife, and the widow Sister Schmidtman. The 
latter three return to Europe to rest, after long and faithful service in 
the Mission in Labrador. We pray the Lord to grant them to enjoy a 
true sabbath, by-the experience of his love and presence with them, 
wherever they are. May he grant to them and the whole company, a 
safe and speedy passage across the ocean. ‘To your kind remembrance 
and prayers, we commend ourselves and this Mission, being in the fel- 
lowship of Jesus, your very affectionate brethren and sisters, 


(Signed) JOHN SAMUEL MEISNER, 
JOHN PETER STOCK, 
CHR. BENEDICT HENN, 
J. LEWIS MORHARDT, 
J. CHR. BECK. 





An Account of the remarkable preservation of two Christian Esquimauz, be- 
longing to the Congregation at Hopedale, who were carried out to sea on 
a field of ice, and nine days driven about at the mercy of the waves. 
Extracted from the Diary of Hopedale, of June, 1824. 


“ On the 7th, we received the distressing intelligence, that two 
Esquimaux brethren, Peter and Titus, who had gone to an island in 
the open sea, called Kikkertarsoak, their usual spring-place for catch- 
ing seals, had been carried off on a field of ice, which broke away from 
the firm ice on the coast. The news was brought by Conrad, who 
was with them when the accident happened. As they were all anxious 
to acquaint their families and relations with the misfortune that had be- 
fallen them, Conrad turned the sledge which he had with him into a 
kind of raft, by tying skins and seals’ bladders to it, and thus he con- 
tinued to paddle to the firm ice, using a seal-javelin as a rudder. They 
~ drifted off above half an hour before he could set out; but, the sea 
Jou, . 9 
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being perfectly calm, by God’s mercy, he reached the firm ice in safe- 
ty, and hastened hither with the hews. His view was to go witha boat 
or kayak to the assistance of his brethren; but by the time he got back 
to the coast, a south-west wind had carried them so far back into the 
open sea, that they could hardly be seen on the horizon, and to follow 
them was impossible. We remained till the 16th, in anxious suspense, 
uncertain what the fate of these poor men might be; and cried often 
to the Lord to have mercy on them and their afflicted families. On the 
above mentioned day we had the inexpressible joy to see them arrive 
in a sledge. Their hearts and lips overflowed with thanksgivings to 
their Almighty Preserver; and the whole congregation joined them in 
shedding tears of joy and gratitude, for their wonderful escape from a 
watery grave. Had they been lost, the distress occasioned to their 
families would have been very great. Peter isa married man. Titus 
is single. They are both very experienced seal-catchers. Nine per- 
sons would have been left quite destitute, and a poor family of five, to 
whom they had been benefactors, would likewise have suffered a great 
loss, had it not pleased God to spare them. ‘The joy of their relatives 
on seeing them return, was past description. 

* Both these Esquimaux brethren have written an account of this 
perilous voyage, chiefly referring to the state of their minds and hearts 
under such trying circumstances, by which we see, how, in their great 
distress, they turned with faith and confidence to their only helper in 
need, and how richly they were comforted and supported, under so se- 
vere atrial. Different passages of Scripture, suggested to their mem- 
ory, proved a most efficacious means of strengthening their trust in 
our Saviour. From their verbal report, the following may be noticed: 
when they arrived at the margin of the firm ice, with their sledges and 
dogs, having no kayak with them, they found that the ice was cracked 
in several places; suddenly the part on which they stood was dis- 
lodged by a S. W. wind and swell, and carried off in a north-easterly 
direction towards the open sea. Both the size and strength of the field 
of ice was such, that it afforded them the means of building a snow- 
house upon it, about six feet in height, in which they took shelter dur- 
ing the night and in rainy weather. They had caught eight seals on 
the day of their departure, which afforded them nourishment, though, 
for want of fuel, they could make no fire, but ate the meat raw, and 
drank the blood. In dreadful uncertainty how this voyage might end, 
they spent nine whole days, and were not delivered from their immi- 
nent danger, till the 13th, when they were brought safe to land. A 
translation of the account, written by themselves, is subjoined, as affor- 
ding an undeniable proof of what the grace of God can effect in the 
hearts of men, lately the most ignorant and the rudest among heathen 
nations. 


“ Peter wrote the following: 


* When, on the 4th of June, we were driven off the coast, upon the 
field of ice, | was not much alarmed, for! did not apprehend much dan- 
ger. At night, when we lay down to rest, we commended ourselves 
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in prayer to God our Saviour, and gave up our lives into his hands, 
which we always continued to do. 

“ On the 5th, as we were floating pretty near to the point of Tikker- 
arsoak, I hoped that our brother Conrad, who had been with us, would 
come to help us with kayaks. We repeatedly thought that we heard 
the report of fire-arms, and therefore fired off our pieces; but, towards 
evening, we perceived that we had been mistaken. Now I began to 
feel great fears about the preserv.tion of my life, and thinking of my 
poor forsaken family, I wept much. With many tears, I cried fervently 
to Jesus to save me. I could speak with Him as if He stood by me, and 
said: ‘I pray that I may not be carried to the other side of the water, 
nor to the south, nor too far to the north, among the unbelievers; but 
that my body may have decent burial inthe earth. O shew mercy to 
me; and do Thou, the only helper in need, take care of my poor fami- 
ly!” Then those words occurred to my mind, ‘ Hold that fast which 
thou hast :hat no man take thy crown;? which made me shed tears of gra- 
titude and love to our Saviour, like a child, though at so great a dis- 
tance from home. JI entered our snow-house, weeping, and we both 
joined in calling upon Jesus for belp and comfort. ‘This we did, every 
morning and evening. 

* On the 6th, in the morning, finding ourselves carried far away from 
the land, into the ocean, we again looked for comfort te Jesus, and 
prayed to him with many tears to help us, and direct our course. We 
sang that verse together, ‘ Olift up thy countenance vpon us. §e. and 
those words were impressed upon my mind, ‘ J am the good shepherd, 
and know my she p, and am known of mine.’ I felt my unworthiness 
deeply, and nothing but the words of Jesus could give me joy. I 
prayed fervently to him that he would give his angels charge over me. 
I spent the whole day in prayer, and as I walked about alone, several 
parts of scripture occurred to my recollection, especially the account 
of our Saviour’s being taken captive. The prayer he offered up for 
his disciples, (John, 17th Chap.; was peculiarly precious to me, and 
gave me great comfort. Frequently | felt joy in my heart on remem- 
bering our Saviour’s words, and that he said to his disciples, ‘ Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost? 

“On the 7th, the fog was so dense, that we could not see whither we 
were driven. I cried to Jesus, O help me, and his words came sweetly 
into my mind: ‘ Come all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart.’ ‘Then I felt comforted. 

** On the 8t!, 9th, and 10th, we could see nothing on account of the 
fog. 1 wept, and longed only to enjoy the inexpressible love of Jesus. 
I remembered how the apostle Peter was frightened in the storm, and 
was comforted by our Saviour. Thus, also, He comforted us in our 
dreadful situation. I cried coatinually to Him to bring us again to the 
shore, for the thought of my poor bereaved family caused many tears 
to flow from my eyes; but I felt confident, that they were under the 
protection and care of our Saviour. I remembered St. Paul’s ship- 

wreck, and how for many days he saw neither sun nor stars, and was 
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delivered. At another time, the poor thief’s cry to Jesus on the cross, 
‘Lord! remember me, when thou comest into thy kingdom; and again, 
St. Peter’s deliverance from prison, when an angel came and said to 
him, ‘follow me; proved a comfort to me. Thus I also hoped we 
should be brought out of the great ocean, back to the land. Once I 
recollected the story of the prodigal son, who had spent all his living, 
and said, ‘ My father’s servants have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger. I will arise and go to my father, &c. ‘This I felt to 
be my case, and that I was as unworthy to be received. 


** On the 11th, when we saw land through the fog, we wept for joy, 
for it was clearly manifest to us, that we were guided by the hand of 
our Saviour; we were still surrounded by broken pieces of floating ice. 
On the 12th, in the morning, we again saw the land before us, but as 
we did not trust the fragments of drift ice, we remained upon our large 
field, and returning into our snow-bouse, felt comforted in prayer. Ha- 
ving examined more fully whether the drift ice lay close together, it 
appeared, towards evening, as if we were approaching the firm ice. 
But just as we were again entering our house, our ice field sustained a 
terrible shock, and a large portion of it broke off. We now left it, 
being quite convinced that the Lord would direct us. In passing over 
the drift ice, whenever we were in danger, I cried to Jesus, and He 
provided a way for us till we were in safety. 


‘On the 13th, in the morning, we arrived with our own people, 
thankful to our Saviour for this wonderful preservation, nor shall I ever 
in my life forget it.” 

« PETER.” 


“ Titus described the same in his own way as follows. (His narra- 
tive of their being driven out to sea is here omitted.) 


“When, on the second day, being June 5th, we knew no more 
whither we were going, I cried out of my inmost soul to Jesus, that he 
would cleanse me from all my sins. On the 6th, we were carried for- 
ward very fast by a strong wind. With many tears I prayed to him 
that he would not suffer my body to perish in the sea, as the thought 
of my poor destitute relations greatly distressed my mind. I was filled 
with shame and repentance, thinking of my depravity, my sins and un- 
faithfulness. 


“On the 7th, in the morning, the weather was calm, and we thought 
we heard the report of guns, fired by the Christian Esquimaux on Na- 
vuklialuk. We prayed without ceasing to Jesus. I thought of His 
pierced feet and outstretched hands as He hung upon the cross, and 
could represent Him to my mind as He was tormented for my sins; and 
when I examined myself 1 became quite heavy, thinking of my frequent 
transgressions, my unsteady walk, my evil propensities, levity and dis- 
obedience. Then | besought our Saviour, that He would cast all these 
my sins into the depths of the sea. On the 8th, in the morning, I 
cried fervently to Him: ‘ Help me, O Jesus! I wish not to be buried in 
the ocean! O Jesus, save me, though I am a great sinner! As I was 
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thus praying, my heart was filled with such joy and comfort, that I did 
not know what had happened to me, and whether [ should rejoice or 
weep. 

** When we came out of our but on the 9th, the fog was again very 
thick. I looked with tears to our only deliverer, and also thought much 
ofour teachers, who have so faithfully taught us the way of salvation. 
Why have I been so often disobedient? I ought to have been more 
obedient to my teachers! On the morning of the 10th, while my com- 
panion was walking about on the ice, I knelt down, and cried aloud, 
and with great earnestness, for help, to Jesus. During the following 
night, I dreamt that a man came from an unknown sea, and said to me: 
‘ Live again, but remain with me.’ I dreamt it twice, and our Sa- 
viour’s words occurred to me, ‘ Hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
mantake thy crown.? When, on the 11th, we saw the land, (it was the 
island Ukkalek,) my heart was filled with joy and thankfulness. On 
the 12th, our ice-field struck against a rock, upon which we le(t it, and 
with fervent prayer to be preserved, walked upon the broken drift ice 
to the island Umigarvik. 

** On the 13th, we were delivered from all danger, therefore I like- 
wise bring most humble thanks to Jesus. Yes, indeed, I am thankful 
to Jesus! Jesus is worthy of thanks! 

TITUS.” 


Letter addressed to the Brethren’s Society for the F' ieolenes of the Gos- 
pel, by Brother Benjamin Gottlieb Kohlmeister, on his return from La- 
brador. 


Dear Brethren, 


‘« Havine left Labrador on the 30th of August, and on the 23d 
of September arrived safe in London, I cannot refrain from expressing 
to you, the great pleasure I feel in addressing you once more, before I 
am permitted to retire to rest, after having had the favour, for thirty- 
four years, to serve the Mission in Labrador. I am truly glad to have 
it in my power in person to present to your venerable Society, the 
thanks due you from me and all my dear fellow-labourers, for the uni- 
form proofs given of your love and kind participation in the spiritual 
and temporal concerns of the Mission in Labrador, for which you have 
now faithfully cared for upwards of 53 years. I wish likewise to men- 
tion a few of the effects of your exertions, which, by the mercy and 
power of our Saviour, have been made manifest, particularly during 
the latter part of that period. 

“1, The work of God in the hearts of our dear Esquimaux, pro- 
ceeds in the power of the Spirit and with rich blessing, and I may with 
truth assert, that they grow in grace, and in the love and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘Their number is likewise on the 
increase. 
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“2, The Congregation at Okkak in particular, obtains a great in- 
crease from year to year, by the arr.val of heathen from the coust to 
the north of the settlement, as you will see by their reports. 

“The number of heathen Esquimaux in their neighbourhood is 
indeed decreasing, but Okkak may yet be called a ‘ Mission among the 
heathen.’ 


“© 3. Nain and Hopedale are now Christian settlements, all the inhab- 
itants being initiated into the Christian Church by holy baptism, ex- 
cept a few children, and no heathen live in their neighbourhood. Their 
increase, therefore, depends upon the rising generation, and upon the 
accession of persons coming from a distance to reside among them. On 
this account, the endeavours of the Missionaries, in these two settle- 
ments, are particularly directed to instil into the minds of the youtb, 
the principles and precepts of vital Christianity, and to see to it, that, 
by the grace of our Saviour, all the souls committed to their care, be- 
come more firmly grounded and established in faith and Jove, and walk 
worthy of their hig: and heavenly calling. ‘This is done by faithful 
instruction, accompanied with watchfulness and prayer. 

‘ «4, 'The most efficacious means of promoting their growth in grace 
is the reading of the New Testament, which they have now in their 
hands, through the generosity of the venerable British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society. They read therein daily in their houses and tents, with 
the greatest earnestness, delight and edification. We have, indeed, 
ever since the orrival of this most precious gift, observed « great change. 
Their understsnding of the word of God, and the doctrines which it 
contains, bas greatly increased, and the influence upon their moral 
conduct is manifest; for they now, more than ever, desire to regu- 
Jate their walk and conversation in conformity to truly Christian prin- 
ciples. 


“5. Again, the schools, which are held with both children and adults 
from November to April, are a most powerful means of forwarding 
their improvement in every thing good and profitable for them. Most 
of our people attend them with great diligence, and with an earnest 
desire to be soon able to read the New Testament for themselves. 
There are among the children some of five and even four years of age, 
who read well. The severest punishment that can be inflicted on a 
child, is to keep him from school. 


* The reading of the Scriptures kindles new life in their hearts, and 
affords us desirable opportunities to converse with them on the mean- 
ing of one or other sentence, or word; and the explanations and remarks 
that ensue, are made, by the holy spirit, useful and blessed to their 
souls. 


“6. The new hymn-book, lately revised and enlarged, which you 
have had the goodness to print for them this year, is a truly valuable 
present. When they heard that it had arrived with the ship, they re- 
joiced exceedingly, and we are convinced, that the use of it next winter 
will, by the Lord’s blessing, prove a means of great edification to them 
and fill their hearts with gratitude towards their benefactors. 
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**7, The Missionaries in Labrador often remember, with great affec- 
tion and gratitude, the worthy London Association in aid of the Mis- 
sions of the Brethren’s Church, which so generously exerts itself, not 
only for the support of the Mission in Labrador, but, in general, for 
all the Missions committed to the Brethren. Prayers are fervently of- 
fered up in Labrador also, that the Lord would bestow his richest bles- 
sings upon this, and all other similar Societies, for their faithful and 
disinterested services, done to us, in his name. From Easter 1823 to 
Easter 1824, there have been baptized in the three settlements on the 
Coast of Labrador, 21 adults and 22 children; 13 persons, baptized as 
children, received into the congregation; 23 admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper: 16 persons have departed this life. 

“The whole number of Christian Esquimaux under the care of the 
Brethren, is, at present, 705, old and young. Since the Jubilee of the 
Mission in 1821, upwards of 100 heathen have been added to the Chris- 
tian Church. 

“ Frecommend myself and my dear wife to the continuance of your 
prayers, that, as long as it pleases the Lord to leave us in this world, 
it may be, as hitherto, through His mercy, our privilege and delight, to 
serve Him in any way He may appoint, according to our strength, health 
and ability. Blessed be His name for all the mercy and favor He has 
ever shown to us, his poor servants. 


BENJAMIN GOTLIEB KOHLMEISTER.” 


Besides the information contained in the foregoing letter, Brother 
Kohl meister communicated many interesting particulars relative to the 
Mission in Labrador, and especially in regard to the benefits conferred 
on the Christian Esquimaux, by their having been taught to read and 
write. During the long winter nights, and when at a distance from the 
settlements, at their hunting-pl ices, their most agreeable occupation is 
to read those parts of the Scriptures together, which, by the generous 
aid of the British and Foreign Bible Society, have been printed for 
them. ‘As there are some who have not acquired this proficiency, 
having becothe converts at a more advanced period of life, the chil- 
dren or young people read aloud, while the rest are quietly mending 
their tackle, or sitting down and doing other work. They also delight 
to join in hymns, of which they easily learn the tunes. Many of the 
women and children having sweet voices, their singing is very delight- 
ful and affecting, nor is there any danger of their abusing this precious 
gift for improper purposes, as the use of music is altogether confined 
to the service of religion. Many of them show great capacity for 
learning to play upon any musical instrument. Violins have been in- 
troduced, and French horns, and a few of them accompany the voices 
with great precision and devotional effect. Some of the Missionaries 
have even succeeded in teaching them to sing short and easy anthems, 
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in three or four parts, by which, on particular, occasions, the worship 
of the congregation is much enlivened.* 

‘The acquisition of the art of writing, has afforded to many of them 
the means of intercourse with their friends in other settlements. Broth- 
er Kohimeister says, that he has sometimes had nearly fifty short let- 
ters committed to his care by the Esquimaux, when, in his official 
capacity, he was proceeding from one settlement to another. These 
letters contain information respecting the families and friends of the 
writers, and, not unfrequently, edifying remarks and meditations, on 
religious subjects, which may have been peculiarly impressed on their 
minds and hearts, with exhortations and encouragements to be faithful 
to their Saviour. Surely, this is an astonishing display of the goodness 
and mercy of God in sending out his light and his truth to a benighted 
race, who but half a century ago were immersed in the grossest ignor- 
ance, and addicted to the most cruel vices and horrible superstitions. 
The Missionary observed, that those things, which were formerly prac- 
tised among the Esquimaux by their sorcerers and angekoks, and by 
which our Brethren were so much annoyed and distressed at the begin- 





* It may be objected that pride, envy, and foolish boasting may be the 

consequence of encouraging some Esquimaux of a musical turn thus to dis- 
tinguish themselves; and what is there in human affairs that may not become 
a source of mischief, if not restrained by the power and grace of God? But 
hitherto nothing of that kind has appeared, and the practice of harmony 
does not yet, and, we hope, never will, breed a spirit of discord in Labrador, 
as in Europe. I cannot, however, refrain from relating an anecdote told me 
many years ago, by a Missionary, the late Brother Michael Konigseer, who 
had been on an official visit in Greenland. In one of the settlements, there 
was a little band of performers on different musical instruments. Their ser- 
vices had been peculiarly good and acceptable during the Passion Week and 
Easter. After the last Easter holiday, the Missionary was sitting at his desk, 
when the Greenland brother, who had played the bass-viol, entered his room 
and sat down. Ashe said nothing, the Missionary proceeded with his work, 
till, having finished the page, he enquired whether his visitor had any thing 
to communicate? The answer was, “No, nothing particular; but don’t you 
think T played the bass-viol very well this season’” The Missionary replied, 
*¢ I think you did, and I hope you are thankful that the Lord has given you 
thattalent.” “O yes,” was the answer, “ but do I not deserve a piece of a 
roll of tobacco for it?” “ What!” said Brother Konigseer, “I am ashamed 
of you! Would you have pay for being so highly favoured By our Saviour, 
that you are enabled in a little way to serve his people? Go, and repent of 
your ingratitude.” By some means, the other musicians got to hear of the 
demand made by the bass-player. They immediately expostulated with him 
upon the sinfulness of such conduct, and excluded him from their little band. 
He was struck with sorrow, came, and confessed to the Missionary with ma- 
ny tears, the base disposition by which he had been tempted; but it was 
some time before his musical brethren would again permit him to join them. 
—( Editor.) 





* This interesting account is given by the Rev, C. T. Latnong, of Lon 
don, the Editor of the “ Periodical Accounts, relating to the Mission of the 
United Brethren,” &c. &c. 
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ning of the Mission, are at present hardly ever beard of, the heathen 
themselves being ashamed of them. In the Christian settlements, the 
very names of angekok, torngak, &c. are almost unknown to the rising 
generation. 


WEST INDIES. 


I. JAMAICA. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother John Ellis, at Fairfield, Manchester 
Ff oint, in the Mayday Hills. 


October 12th, 1824. 
Dear Brother, 


“* Your kind letter of the 5th of August was most welcome to 
us, and to our fellow-labourers, and we unite in thanking you for the 
circumstantial account it contained of things in which we all feel deep- 
ly interested. For your kind remembrance of us on our entering upon 
this new station, we return you our cordial thanks. We certainly felt 
much on leaving our beloved fellow-labourers and other kind friends in 
Antigua, and especially our dear congregation at Cedar-hall; but we 
also feel confident that the Lord will in one way or other make up the 
loss. ‘I'o be favoured to serve him any where, demands our gratitude, 
but to have been permitted to labour in such fruitful fields as Antigua 
and Jamaica, will ever prove to us a source of humble thanksgivings 
for mercy so undeserved. 

« Your obitusry adds three to the list of our dear departed friends 
in England. While such losses seem in some measure to weaken the 
attraction we feel to our native land, tiey tend to fix our thoughts on 
that heavenly Canaan, to which so meny of our brethren and sisters 
have gone before us; and we thank the Lord our Saviour, that we may 
draw this comfort from what would otherwise be afflictive intelligence. 
May all those who heve suffered bereavements of this kind be nchly 
comforted by his divine support. 

“ Your information concerning the disturbances among the negroes 
was correct. Tam, however, happy to say, that at present all is quiet. 
Of course, we avoid all interference in the question at present so warm- 
ly agitated here, or in any other, belonging to civil arrangements. But 
we do not shut our eyes to the signs of the times. We have seen ver- 
ified, during the lite disturbances, that where the pure light of the Gos- 
pel shines, the works of darkness 2nd confusion must vanish. Not one 
of the members of our congregation, eit)er at Fairfield, New Eden, or 
Irwin, has in any way joined, or been connected with, the insurgents. 
Even at Hopeton and Lennox Fistates, which lie in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the place where the insurrection broke out, and where we have 
but lately begun to preach, not one negro joined the rebels. These 
Vor. 1. 0 
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facts we therefore consider as loud calls upon us to redouble our assi- 
duity in the propagation of that Gospel, the spiritual fruits of which are 
love, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. You will, Iam sure, join 
us in prayer to the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth more 
labourers to assist us in the cultivation of this fertile and extensive 
field. Several places present themselves, where new Missionary set- 
tlements might be established, had we the means. I hope, however. 
that a settlement will soon be formed on the land given us by our 
worthy friend, H.S. He has already made every preparatory arrange- 
ment, and we hope the Lord will raise up friends to assist and com- 
plete the work begun. Indeed we have already proofs that he does it. 
But yesterday, we received a very handsome donation from an unex- 
pected quarter, “ From.a Transatlantic Society for benevolent purpo 

s,” but who do not wish their good deeds spoken of. 

‘** Brother Stobwasser will have informed you, that our new station 
here is situated on dry land. It has, in general, a very healthy air, and 
lies in a tolerably populous neighbourhood; and what is most encour- 
aging, the negroes seem eager to hear the Gospel. 

T am sorry to say, that the erection of our new Church does not 
nasal as fast as we could wish. We have a building on the premises, 
which we use as a temporary church, and which will hold about three 
hundred people; and, as it is partly open at one end, others can hear, 
who stand Without, so that the main object is obtained. The glad ti- 
dings that, unto us is born a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, are here 
proclaimed to the poor benighted heathen. What cause have we for 
thankfulness to him, that so many are hungering after the living bread, 
and thirsting after the waters of life! Many new people come from a 
distance of from ten to twelve miles, to hear the Gospel for their salva- 
tion. Such as have already become members of the congregation, ap- 
pear to be deeply impressed with a sense of the love of Jesus, and 
seek, out of love to him, to honour him in their walk and conver- 
sation. 

* On the 25th of September, we held a meeting with all the married 
negroes belonging to our congregation, and endeavoured to impress 
upon their minds the importance of that state, and the duties they owe 
to each other, according to the rules laid down in the Scriptures. They 
were very attentive, and many came to us afterwards, expressing their 
sincere intention to conform in all things to true Christian principles 
and practise, as enjoined by the Word of God. 

We had lately the pleasure to receive a very encouraging visit from 
Brother Light and his wife, from Irwin. They staid with us from the 
llth to the 20th of August. Since their return, we have heard with 
much concern, that the latter has been seriously ill with a bilious at- 
tack. 

“‘T commend this new settlement, and the congregation committed 
to our care, to the kind remembrance and prayers of all our dear Bre- 
thren and friends in Europe, and remain your most affectionate Brother. 


JOHN ELLIS.” 
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LETTER FROM BROTHER J. LIGHT, JAMAICA, 


From Brother James Lieut. 


Irwin, 10th October, 182A. 
Dear Brother, 


“‘ My last letter was written in May. Since that time I may truly 
say, that, to the present moment, the Lord’s goodness and mercy have 
followed me and mine from day to day. During the months of June 
and July, I was chiefly confined to the house by a hurtin my leg, 
which I fear will never be quite healed, though it is now much better. 
On the 9th of August, we left Irwin on a visit to our Brethren and Sis- 
ter’s in St. Elizabeth and Manchester parishes At this hot season of 
the year, travelling is far from pleasant, yet it has pleased the Lord to 
protect and preserve us from ail harm, both going and returning; we 
think of our visit with much pleasure and gratitude. Our worthy 
friends at Hopeton, with whom we tarried a few days, were very kind 
to us, and did all they could to make our stay under their hospitable 
roof agreeable. On our return, we spent Sunday with them, when I 
had the favour to address from two to three hundred negroes, who 
gladly assembled to hear the Word of God. After the morning-ser- 
vice, I was requested to bury the remains of a mulatto slave, belonging 
to the estate. At his death he possessed considerable property, having 
from two to three hundred pounds in gold and silver coin. When I 
visited him on two successive days before he died, I found him very un- 
happy in his mind, and fear that [ had to leave him in that state. His 
funeral was numerously attended, and I embraced the opportunity to 
call upon the hearers, in the words of Amos, Prepare to meet thy God! 

** In the morning of the 30th of August, we left our kind friends at 
Hopeton, and reached New Savannah, where we met with a cordial re- 
ception from the Honorable Mr. S. At night, about thirty negroes 
assembled to evening-prayers. We proceeded on the following day to 
the Cruse, the proprietor of which received us with great kindness and 
hospitality. Notwithstanding that it rained all day, about fifty negroes 
attended our evening devotion. On our return to [rwin, we were gra- 
tified by a number of the negroes coming in the evening to express 
their joy at our safe return, after an absence of three weeks. 

** September 12th, I preached at Hanover, by desire of the proprie- 
tors, who wish to give their negroes every opportunity of bearing the 
Gospel. I shall visit them once a month, or once in six weeks, it be- 
ing twenty miles from Irwin. May it please the Lord to give his bles- 
sing to our weak endeavours to call souls from darkness and death, by 
making them acquainted with our Saviour. Itis His work, and if any 
thing is done, to Him be all the Glory! 

** The day after my return from that place, my wife was taken very 
seriously ill, and was in great pain till Sunday, the 19th. She did not 
recover till the beginning of this month. 

** We wish much that a regular Missionary settlement could be 
formed here, on some spot of ground detached from the village, where 
we might live more retired, and have achapel of our own. The pro- 
prietors of these estates are most favourably disposed, and Mr. 'T. H. 
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of Williamsfield, has built a chapel for the accommodation of his own 
negroes. Our habitation at Irwin, is, in general, large enough for the 
accommodation of the negroes belonging to the estate, but a separate 
place, not situated on a sugar estate, and to which all those negroes 
who wish to hear the Gospel, might have free access, would be more 
likely to promote the good work, as those, who are acquainted with 
all the circumstances, well know. For this purpose, Mr. 'T. K. H. ge- 
nerously offers to give usa piece of land, and we hope, that, in the 
Lord’s own time, such a settlement may be formed. 


“* Commending ourselves to your prayers, I remain, &c. 


JAMES LIGHT.” 


| 


ANTIGUA. 
From Brother C. F. Ricuter. 


— 


St. Johns, September 17th, 1824. 

** In the night between the 7th and 8th of this month, the wind 
blew very strong, but no other damage was done, than that some ne- 
gro-houses on several estates have been unroofed. We heard, after- 
wards, that there had been a very severe hurricane about the same 
time whici had done a great deal of damage to the French Island of 
Guad : loupe. 

“ At Grace-bay, the storm raged more than here. Brother Olufsen 
exposed himself too much, and got a severe cold, and some days after, 
a cr mp in bis neck, which threatened danger, but he is now better. 

* Brother Procop is in tolersble bealth, but does not regain his for- 
mer strength. We are anxionsly looking out for assistants, and pray, 
that those announced to us, may soon arrive. All my fellow-labourers 
unite in cordial love to you and all friends. Remember us in your 
prayers. 


C. F. RICHTER.” 


GREENLAND. 


Extracts of Letters received from the Settlements of the United Brethren 
in Greenland. 
From Brother Joun Leuman. 


NVew Herrnhut, June 3rd, 1824. 
Dear Brother, 


* You may have been surprised to receive a few lines from me, 
dated off Staatenhuk, written in great haste, and amidst such confu- 
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sion.* Indeed both I and my company felt no little anxiety and alarm, 
not knowing what further mischief might ensue, as the consequence of 
the disaster occasioned by the sea breaking over our ship, and carry- 
ing every thing on deck along with it overboard. But our gracious 
God and Saviour, whom wind and waves obey, protected and led us on 
in safety. Hesent us help by a most humane and generous man, Cap- 
tain White, commanding the Princess of Wales, whaler, from Aberdeen, 
who furnished us with a whale-boat, that, if we got into the driit ice, 
from which we were then not far off, or into any other difficulty, we 
might be able to leave the ship. We beg you to take some opportuni- 
ty of expressing to that worthy man our most cordial thanks for his 
kindness to us. Our company, consisting of myself and my wife, Sis- 
ter Christensen, from Herrnbut, the Brethren ‘Vietzen, from Neuwied, 
and Kegel, from Niesky, who is going to Lichtenfels, by the merciful 
providence of God, arrived safe and well at New Herrohut, on the 14th 
of Miy. I shall retain my former situation in this place. 

* Our whole voyage, ever since we left Copenhagen on the 19th of 
March, was tedious and dangerous. We experienced ten violent gales, 
some of which | sted several days. They are generally very violent 
about that season, and particularly near the Greenland coast. The 
rigging and sails of our ship were frequently rendered unmanageable 
by the snow and ice cleaving to them. All the beer and water in 
barrels on deck was frozen, and could not be drawn off. The waves, 
which frequently broke over us, left a thick coating of ice on the deck, 
so as to make it dangerous to walk upon it. This was extremely try- 
ing to the sailors, some of whom had their faces frozen. We also had 
our share of suffering. In this perilous situation we were three weeks 
detained by contrary winds, between the 57th and 58th degrees of north 
latitude, at the entrance of Davis’ Straits, till at length, on the 9th of 
May, the wind changing in our favour, we could steer towards the 
place of our destination. On the 11th, towards evening, we met with 
the ship conveying Brother Kleinschmidt and his wife, and Brother 
De Fries. This agreeable event gave us great pleasure. We paid 
them a visit on board their ship, and found them all well, except Sister 
Kleinschmidt, who was still troubled with sea-sickness, The two ships 
sailed now in company to New Herrnhut, as the latter had not a suffi 
cient quantity of fresh water, and the immense quantity of drift ice 
prevented ber from reaching Julianenhaab, near Lichtenfels, to which 





* They are as follows :— 





Off Staatenhuk, April 29, 1824. 


“T am glad to have an opportunity of sending a line to you, though I do it 
amidst considerable distress, owing to our present situation. The day before 
yesterday an enormous wave broke over our ship, (the Freden,) and carried 
away every thing on deck, boats and all. By God’s mercy no one has been 
killed, and we are all well, though we have received some trifling hurts. 
Captain White, of Aberdeen, who takes this note, came to our assistance, 
and gave us a boat. We feel ourselves greatly indebted to him for his kind- 
ness. My wife and Sister Christensen and the Brethren Tietzen and Kegel 
join in cordial salutations.” 
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she was bound. Both ships are still lying here at anchor, but Brother 
Kleinschmidt and his party left us the day before yesterday, for the 
South, as he wished to get to the new place, and to make some arrange- 
ments before next winter. May our merciful Saviour grant an abun- 
dant blessing to rest upon this new attempt. 

‘* Last winter the cold was not severe for Greenland, Reaumur’s 
Thermometer was never lower than 18 degrees below 0. But rain and 
storms were the more prevalent. ‘Towards Spring, and especially in 
March, the Greenlanders suffered from want of food; as their supply of 
dried herrings and blubber fell short, owing to the scarcity of seals last 
autumn. But both we and the merchants at Godhaab came to their as- 
sistance as far as we could. At present, they are more successful in 
catching seals, and have a sufficiency, with good health and cheerful- 
ness. We, Europeans, enjoy the same, and peace and brotherly love 
make all our labour sweet. Nothing very remarkable bas happened 
here during the last twelve months. But the congregation at Lichte- 
nau increases to our great joy. During last winter upwards of 40 adults 
and 16 children, from among the heathen, have been added to the 
Christian Church, by holy baptism; and, at the close of the year 1823, 
the congregation there consisted of 734 baptized persons. Our number 
here is 371. 

* Receive, dear Brother, our best thanks for all the kind participa- 
tion you and your brethren have shown towards us. Remember us in 
your prayers, that the Lord would daily strengthen us, and preserve to 
us courage and confidence in Him, with every needful gift and grace 
for our important calling, to our lives’ end. We salute you all, and also 
the many friends in England and Scotland, who interest themselves so 
generously in the welfare of this and all other Missions. Iam ever, &c. 


JOHN LEHMAN.” 


From Brother Jonn Gotrriep GorcxeE. 


Lichtenfels, June 16th, 1824. 
Dear Brother, 

“ Your kind letter of February 23d, gave us great pleasure. We 
were delighted to receive such good news of the progress of our Sa- 
viour’s work, in which you and we have the pleasure to be employed. 
We also take the greatest share in all that relates to your family, and 
to the well being of all our dear friends in England. 

“We heard with concern, that our worthy friend and benefactor, 
the Rev. Mr. Cocker, of Bunny, in Nottinghamshire, had departed this 
life, before our letter of thanks could reach him. The Lord will bless 
him with an eternal reward of mercy, as a good and faithful servant in 
His house. 

“The New Testaments have been distributed, and read by our 
Greenlanders with manifest blessing. I encouraged those brethren 
among them who have learnt to write, to address a letter of thanks to 
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the British and Foreign Bible Society. One of them, Thomas, did so, 
and wrote a very long letter, but so little to the purpose, and with such 
a mixture of extraneous matter, that we had objections to send it. It 
contained a history of his whole life, from his infancy to the present 
time, with all his good and bad deeds, and in such odd phrases and 
descriptive sentences, that we only could understand it, but to the 
members of the Bible Society it would have been unintelligible. The 
poor Greenlanders do not know how to express their thohghts in a let- 
ter, and had I undertaken to correct and make it intelligible, it would 
have been a letter from me and not from Thomas. But though they 
cannot write, their gratitude is no less fervent, and they often repeat 
their wish that we would thank that venerable Society, in their name, 
for this gift, which we gladly do. 

“ We have again spent a year in which the mercies and loving kind- 
nesses of our God and Saviour have been daily new. He has-indeed 
shown great mercy to the Greenland nation, and we can declare with 
truth, that our congregation here at Lichtenfels, has, in general, 
walked worthy of their heavenly calling, a few young people excepted, 
who still love the works of darkness. 

“* Among young and old there is a great desire to be instructed, and 
the Word of God is the sweetest pasture for their souls. ‘This is seen 
by their diligent attendance at church, and also, when we speak with 
them individually, by their thankfulness and love to our Saviour, with 
which their hearts and lips overflow. All I have here asserted is 
equaily true in regard to the three settlements, New Herrnhut, Lich- 
tenfels, and Lichtenau, as I am informed by the latest reports sent me 
by the Brethren Muller in the former, and Eberle in the latter place, 
where a great increase has taken place, by the arrival and conversion 
of many from among the heathen in the South. It is therefore highly 
necessary to establish a fourth settlement in the South, for the congre- 
gation at Lichtenau is too numerous, and there is no place on the 
Greenland coast, where so many hundreds can live together and find 
sustenance. Brother and Sister Kleinschmidt and two single Brethren 
go this year to Staatenbuk and to Narksamia, the place chosen for the 
new settlement, which is to be called Friedrichsthal, (rederick’s 
Vale.) 

** By the weekly accounts from Germany, you have already been 
made acquainted with the preparatory steps taken towards forming this 
settlement. Brother Kleinschmidt and his party intend to proceed 
from New Herrnhut down the coast in a woman’s boat. ‘They will have 
a tedious passage, but we trust the Lord will preserve them. 

* The Greenlanders in all the three settlements have had a sufli- 
ciency of food during the last winter; though at New Herrnhut some 
assistance was required as their stock fell short. By the Lord’s mercy 
no epidemical disorder prevailed in any of the settlements. 

‘* The Missionaries have enjoyed, in general, a good state of health, 
and could attend to their several duties with cheerfulness, and with 
the blessing of God upon their labours. I am, however, sorry to add, 
that my wife forms an exception, having suffered a very severe and pain- 
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ful illness, or rather, [ should say, her former malady having taken so 
unfavourable a turn, that she was subject to very great pain, and at 
times appeared to be near her end. She never perfectly recovered 
from the severe attack she had two years ago, though she enjoyed now 
and then aseason of comparative ease. During the last winter, how- 
ever, every hope of amendment has vanished if we remain in this coun- 
try. From Christmas to Easter she was chiefly confined to her bed. 
Since that time, she has been able to sit up and walk a little, but is 
wholly unfit for the least bodily exertion. Her disorder now appears 
incurable, and thus I am likewise rendered unable to attend to my duties 
as I wish. + I cannot leave her, and she is unable even to make a little 
journey with me in a woman’s boat to visit our people. These circum- 
stances make it advisable for us to return to Europe, which we hope to 
be permitted to do next year. Most gladly would we continue longer 
in the service of our dear people here, from whow we shall part with 
deep regret. But it does not seem to be the Lord’s will that we should 
stay, and we must submit to His all-wise dispensations. I have been 
43, and my wife 33 years employed in the Greenland Mission. Much 
as I wish that we could have remained here till the fourth settlement 
was established, and all four places supplied with useful and active 
Missionaries, it appears as if we should not enjoy that satisfaction. 
Weare in the Lord’s hand, let Him do unto us as seemeth good in His 
sight. - Remember us in love, salute all our dear Brethren and friends 
in England. May the Lord bless and reward them, for all the kind- 
ness they have shown to us and this Mission, particularly of late years. 
We remain ever, in the fellowship of Jesus, your affectionate Brother 
and Sister. 
JOHN GOTFRIED and BENIGNA GORCKE, 


= 


From Brother Micuart Eserce. 


Lichtenau, June 18, 1824. 
Dear Brother, 
“ For your kind letter of the 23d of February, I return you my 
sincere thanks. ; 

* Last year, we received the valuable present of the copies of the 
New Testament, printed for this Mission by the revered British and 
Foreign Bible Society. The joy of our Greenlanders on receiving this 
generous gift, is not to be expressed in words, Otten did we ‘ear 
them exclaim, ‘ kujarnarsoak, (great thanks) to the dear Bible Society, 
who have sent us such a precious book.” They now muke good use of 
it, reading it in their houses, and all are desirous to learn, that they 
may read it for themselves. Last autumn, one of the catechists from 
the Danish Mission, was here. When he saw the New Testament, so 
beautifully printed in the Greenland language, he was quite in exstacy, 
and begged me to let him have a copy. This I could not refuse, more 
especially as { know him to bea faituful minister of the Gospel, who 
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will make the best use of it. Afterwards, three other catechists came 
begging for copies, which I gave them, being sure that they are well 
bestowed. Ech of them has a certain district, in which the Green- 
landers are under his special care. 

* You judge right, when you suppose that after the uew settlement 
in the South has been formed, we shall not see so many heathen com- 
ing to Lichtenau, for from the South none will come hither, and there 
are very few left in this neighbourhood. But the congregation here is 
already too large to be able to subsist on one spot. When the South- 
landers leard that the ship had arrived with Missionaries for the South, 
they rejoiced exceedingly, and came to thank us. All who were then 
here on a visit, promised that they would go to these teachers, and be 
converted to Jesus. We regret that the great quantity of drilt-ice on 
this coast, interrupts so much the communication with the South. Ever 
since April we have been blockaded by it; and, as far as our sight will 
carry, we see nothing but ice, as if the ocean was covered with a white 
cloth, nor is there any prospect of its soon leaving us. We cannot tell 
when the ship destined for this port will be able to enter. God grant 
that it may soon arrive, for the frame of the Mission-house for the new 
settlement is on board. Brother Kleinschmidt and his company are 
coming from Newherrnhut in a woman’s-boat. 

** You will now be desirous to learn how this large congregation has 
been served and supported during the year past. To this I may with 
truth reply, that it has been one of the happiest years I have spent in 
Greenland, though sometimes I felt almost overwhelmed with work. 
Being here the only Missionary yet sufficiently acquainted with the lan- 
guage, one of those things which perplexed me not a little ia the be- 
ginning, was this, that I thought the congregation would be tired of al- 
ways hearing the same man, in the daily meetings and on Sundays 
three or four times; and that, by degrees, they would neglect their 
meetings atthe church: but herein I was put to shame, for I have ne- 
ver seen more eagerness in their attendance than last winter. Even in 
the daily meetings for the children the church was generally crowded. 
It was real hunger and thirst after the Word of God, that bruught them 
there, and the I.ord was truly present with us. At Christmas almost 
all the heathen, who live within sixteen or more English miles of Lich- 
tenau, came hither, and were remarkably attentive to the glad tidings 
of great joy, which shall be unto all people, that unto them also is born 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Most of them were so much 
pleased with their visit, that they staid with us to the entrance into the 
new year. Thus, during that season, the crowd in the church was so 
great, that they stood overone another, climbing upon the ful] benches 
and others occupying all the passages. Last autumn forty heathen 
cameto us. All declared, that it was their desire to become children 
of God, and to know Jesus as their Saviour. We were astonished and 
filled with admiration when we spoke with these people, and perceived 

in What manner the spirit of God had awakened their souls, and instruc- 
“sae while yet among the heathen, how to seek deliverance from 
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their wretched and lost state, as slaves of sin, insomuch that they 
could no longer bear to live in heathenish society. 

** During the last winter, 45 adults and 16 young persons from among 
the heathen, and 19 children of Christian parents, born here, were 
baptized; 17, baptized as children, were received into the congrega 
tion; 19 were admitted to be partakers of the holy communion; six 
couple were married, and eight persons departed this life. At the 
close of the year 1823, the number belonging to the Greenland congre- 
gation at Lichtenau is 733. 

“ From the above you will perceive how many delightful festivals 
we have had, by baptismal transactions, confirmations, communions, 
§c. and not be surprized, that amidst all the severity of Greenland 
frost, and the terrible storms from the north, our hearts have remained 
warm and burning with love and joy in the presence of our Lord and 
Saviour, who was truly in the midst of us, to bless us. 

“ The winter was very stormy, and though Reaumur’s thermometer 
never sunk below 17 degrees below 0, the sharp northwinds penetra- 
ted our dwellings in such a manner, that we could not keep ourselves 
warm in our rooms, 

“ We felt great thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, for providing 
for our dear Greenlanders a sufficiency of food, not one having been 
in want of the necessaries of life. They caught a great many seals in 
the summer and autumn of last year, without which they must. have 
suffered want, as the immense quantity of snow and ice often prevented 
their going outto hunt for them. But the stormy season brought on 
various disorders, and we had many sick to attend to; for we must be 
their physicians as well as servants in the Gospel, and they come to us 
for medical help. In short, they apply to us for advice and assistance 
in all their little conceris. 

“It has pleased the Lord to grant to us European Brethren and 
Sisters, a good share of health, and we have lived and laboured togeth- 
er in love and true harmony of spirit. The blessing of God has merci- 
fully attended all our work done in His name. 

“The month of 4pril was uncommonly fine and warm, insomuch 
that all the snow about us melted away, and the grass began to grow 
green, but May was the more stormy and cold, since which it freezes 
every night, and our garden-fruits are far behind. 

“ 'The single Bretbren Popp and Baus join in cordial salutations to 
youall. The latter is going with Brother Kleinschmidt to the South. 

We beg you and all our dear Brethren and friends in England to re- 
member us in their prayers, of which we are assured. 


I remain, ever, &c. 
Your affectionate Brother, 


MICHAEL EBERLE. 


‘‘ By accounts received from Germany, we learn, that Brother 
Kleinschmidt and his company arrived safe at Narksamia, near Staaten- 
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huk, and that he and his brethren, De Fries and Baus, were already 
active, and diligently employed in establishing themselves in the new 
place chosen for the settlement. It is to be called Friederichsthal 
(Frederick’s Vale). Brother Kleinschmidt’s journal gives a very en- 
couraging account of the commencement of their labours. ‘The hea- 
then Greenlanders in that country hasten to the spot to hear the glad 
tidings of the Gospel, and many, who had gone for that purpose to live 
at Lichtenau, will return and settle with the Missionaries at Frieder- 
ichsthal. At the first baptism of a heathen Greenlander upwards of 
200 persons, chiefly heathen, were present, and there seemed to be an 
impression made upon all, which we hope will be lasting. The letter 
and diary sent by Brother Kleinschmidt to the Secretary of the Bre- 
thren’s Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, had not arrived from 
Copenhagen, when this number of the Periodical Accounts was put to 
press. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extracts of Letters from Brother Hans Peter Hatysecx. 


Gnadenthal, June 2nd, 1824. 
Dear Brother, 

* My last, of April 29th, informed you that we were about to pur- 
chase a farm on the New-Year’s River, fora new settlement; and from 
a subsequent letter of May 14th, you will see that on the 12th of May 
the purchase was made, and that in the beginning of August we were 
to take possession. 

*< Tnow send you a brief statement of what has hitherto been expen- 
ded, from the generous contributions, chiefly from England, towards 
the relief of this Mission, and of the Hottentot sufferers by flood and 
famine— 


In Groenekloof—For repairs of the Church Rix D. 4043 1 
———For ditto of damages in gardens and 


so 





grounds - . - - - 122630 
-———————— For house-building, advanced to Hot- 
tentots - - - - - 4000 
—— 5309 4° 


{n Gnadenthal—For ploughshares, for the Hottentots 355 7 0 
———— Repairs of roads, &c. spoiled by the 











floods - : : : « See 
————-— Ditto, for the buildings - 1418 2 0 
——————Houses built and repaired - - 83 7 0 
—Other helps, bullocks, &c. - 139 2 0 

—— 2207 7 v 

To Enon, transmitted = - - . 1216 5 0 


Tn all about £790 sterling Rir Dollare 8734 Q 
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‘“< We have reserved a proportion of the sums received, towards as- 
sisting those who are willing to build substantial stone cottages, which 
may be able to resist the floods and not be continually washed down 
and carried away, by every overflowing of the rivers, They are the 
cheapest in the end. 

** In general, we may speak with thankfulness of the spiritual state 
of our congregation. We have lately witnessed two deaths in this 
place, which, though in different ways, exhibited, in a striking manner, 
the influence of divine grsce Paul Haas, an old Hottentot Captain, 
probably upwards of an hundred vears of age, departed gently, after be- 
ing confined by iliness and the infirmities of old age for these two 
years past. A single woman followed him into eternity, rejoicing in 
her God and Saviour. ‘The former was never heard to utter one word 
implying impatience or dissatisfuction. He was resigned to the Lord, 
and willing to wait His own time, though in a world, in which he could 
expect nothing but pain and hodily sufferings. ‘The latter, though in 
the bloom of youth, hoping to enjoy all the comforts of life for many 
years, was most willing to part with all, and to be at home with Christ, 
which is-far better. The patience of the one to abide, and the willing- 
ness of the other to dep»rt, equally astonished every one w! o visited 
them on their death-beds. But such are the effects of faithin our cru- 
ecified Saviour; and instances of this kind, of which we see many, are 
truly encouraging to those who have the favour to proclaim the glad 
tidings of salvation. 

* The rainy season having now set in, the Hottentots are preparing 
to sow their corn. May God mercifully avert that dreadful calamity, 
the rust or mildew. ‘The Commissioners of Inquiry, after spending 
about half a year in the interior, have returned to Capetown. 


Gnadenthal, July 3rd, 1824, 
* Your letters of February 21st and March 9th, have by tieir va- 
rious contents, afforded tome and us all, great pleasure. 

“ In our congregation, nothing of much importance has happened 
since my last, but it is saying a great deal, that among so many indi- 
viduals no unpleasant circumstance has occurred to disturb the peace 
and quiet course of the congregation. 

“The weather having been very favorable, the Hottentots, for these 
several weeks past, have been busy with ploughing and sowing, and this 
week I spent a very pleasant day with them on their land, witnessing 
their activity. ‘They are always glad to be visited by one of us, and 
when they see any of us coming on foot, one or other of them immedi- 
ately offers his horse, to induce us to come more frequently. On an 
elevated spot, between Badenhorst farm and the bridge, they erect 
some huts, for shelter in the ploughing season, and there is‘such a bus- 
tle at that place, particularly in the mornings and evenings, that it al- 
most resembles a fair in Kurope. It is a scene which always gives me 
great delight. ‘The bullocks, purchased for the community, are busily 


employed for the poor, lor whose use several sacks of seed have been 
sown, 
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August 14, 1824. 

* T senp you, herewith, diaries from Enon and Hemel-en-Aarde. 
At the former place, all the Brethren and Sisters were well on the 21st 
of July. The mill and pumping-machine were again in good order, 
and there was no want of water. The Hottentots had again sown corn 
on Strubel’s-place, and killed several elephants with valuable tusks. At 
Hemel-en-Aarde, Brother Leitner was not quite well. The poor le- 
pers heard the Gospel with a deep impression, and its effects are visible 
among them. ‘The word of the Cross has lately, in a remarkable man- 
ner, proved itself the power of God, in changing the depraved human 
heart. A party of lepers, brought from the iaterior, between two and 
three montis ago, were very unruly and stubborn, and gave much 
trouble to Brother Leitner and his wife. And now, some of them are 
as meek as lambs, weep over their sins and follies, and enquire most 
earnestly what they must do to be saved. No contrivances of human 
ingenuity, and no constraints of police, would surely bave produced 
such achange. Ifthe Gospel had not been made known to these poor 
creatures, and their hearts been subdued thereby, they would have be- 
come either runaways or prisoners, and most likely more and more 
hardened in villainy, as has often been the case. Now they are be- 
coming humble followers of Jesus Christ and children of God. What 
a glorious difference is this from their former situation! 

* After what I have already reported respecting Brother John Dane 
iel Beinbrech’s illness, you may have supposed, that his sojourning 
here below could not be long. On the 2nd of August it pleased the 
Lord to release him from all suffering, and he departed gently and 
happily into the presence of his Saviour, in the 52d year of his «ge. 
His remains were interred on the 3rd. During his long protracted ill- 
ness, whic!) was a dropsy, bis behaviour and conversation were highly 
edifying, and proved a blessing to many. The welfare of the Mission 
both in its spiritual and temporal concerns, lay very near his heart, and 
he was ever ready to promote it to the best of his ability. We have, 
therefore, suffered a great loss, which we trust will be soon repaired 
by a worthy successor from Europe. 

* |The Brethren and Sisters Bonstz and Thomsen left us for Vogel- 
struis kraal on the 29th of July, every previous arrangement having 
been made, for their entering upon this new charge. They arrived on 
the 3ist; and August Ist, being Sunday, the first meeting for divine ser- 
vice was held at that place. It was attended by many strangers, both 
whites and blacks from the neighbourhood. 

* Brother Bonarz writes:— 

“ We met in the hall of the farm-house at ten o’clock, and after J 
had delivered a short discourse, [ offered up prayer and supplication 
for a blessing to rest upon this new beginning, which I believe that 
Lord who was traly present with us, will hear and answer. More of 
the neighbours were among our hearers than we could have expected. 
We begin our work with joy and cheerfulness, and in full confidence, 
that our feeble endeavours to serve the Lord in this place, will be 
owned and blessed by Him.” 
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“In all transactions with the Colonial Government, relating to the 
purchase and occupation of this new place, we have met with great 
i kindness and attention, which we acknowledge with due thankfulness. 
HH ‘I was too much engaged to accompany the Brethren to Vogel- 
struis-kraal. ‘T'wo or three families will go from hence and settle 
there, and more will probably follow. May the Lord pour out His Spir- 
it upon the inhabitants of that place, that His name may be glorified. 
The course of our congregation at Gnadenthal has for a length of time 
H been remarkably quiet and peaceful, without any of those troubles 
| which so easily occur, where so many people live together on one spot. 

i} It is truly wonderful, not only to a real Christian, but to every reflect- 
| ing mind, and only to be ascribed to the influence of Divine grace, that 
such a place as Gnadenthal can exist without any other coercive means 
. than the constraining principles of the love of Christ and of the bre- 
thren. This idea dwelt forcibly upon my mind all yesterday, when the 
celebration of the Memorial-day of the 13th, warmed every heart in 
our congregation. 
ae ‘© We beg to return our best thanks to the kind donor for the two 
Ht Dutch Bibles sent to us. They were given to two boys in the school, 
; who had so much distinguished themselves by diligence and good beha- 

\\ viour, that, by the unanimous vote of the whole school, they were de- 
clared the best scholars, and the best behaved boys. It was a novel 
idea in Brother Stein, to put the question to the vote, and an extraor- 
Al dinary proof of the gift being well applied, and of the notice taken by 

i{!! the Hottentot children, of good behaviour in their comrades, that they 
iii all should fix upon the two boys alluded to, fully agreeing with Bro- 
\, ther Stein himself, who had not named them. They were Joannes Ko- 
ekson and Wilhelm Plaisier. To-day there were also great rejoicings in the 
| girls’ school, when the several articles of clothing sent to them from 
i England, were distributed. All the children beg to thank their un- 
known benefactors, and pray the Lord to bless and reward them. 
* We all join in cordial salutations, and in commending ourselves, 
and the Mission we serve, to the kind remembrance and prayers of all 
our dear Brethren and friends every where. 


HANS PETER HALBECK. 


Circular from the Synodal Committee appointed for the Management of 
the Missions of the United Brethren, among the Heathen - To the Con- 
gregations of the Church of the United Brethren, and all who take share 


in the Maintenance of the Missions of the said Church among the 
Heathen. 


Dear Brethren, 


* Wirn the most heartfelt gratitude to our Lord and Saviour, 
who has in mercy noticed our wants and embarassments, raised up for 
us benefactors and assistants in the support of our Missions among the 
heathen, and increased their number both in the northern part of Ger- 
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many, Switzerland, and particularly in England and Scotland, we ad- 
dress you on transmitting to you the statement of the account of re- 
ceipts and disbursements for the close of the year 1823; and have the 
pleasure to inform you, that not only the arrear announced in the for- 
mer statement, amounting to $7694 44 has been paid off, but that we 
have a balance of $541 $3 in hand, in favour of the Missions. 

‘** The expenditures in the maintenance of our Missions during the 
year 1823, appears, upon our books, to have amounted to $36179 96. 
But we must observe, that in this sum are not included the accounts 
from Pennsylvania, containing the expenses of the Delaware Mission at 
New Fairfield, in Canada, which have not reached us as yet. Conse- 
quently the sum stated as being required for the maintenance of 55 
resting Missionaries and widows, and 58 children of Missionaries in our 
schools, some of whom are educated in Pennsylvania, cannot be con- 
sidered complete. 

*« The usual half-yearly collections towards the Missions have been 
this year diminished by $1466 66*. Considerable undertakings in the 
year 1824, will occasion no small expense, such as the formation of new 
settlements in Greenland, Jamaica, and South Africa, the whole of which 
can hardly be stated till the year 1825. 

‘* We return to you all, dear Brethren and Sisters and friends, our 
unfeigned and cordial thanks, for the willingness and cheerfulness with 
which you have, each according to his ability, contributed towards the 
extension of that blessed work, of sending the Gospel to the Gentile 
world. Our gracious Lord, who is the Redeemer of the world, and to 
whom that promise was given, that He should see the reward of the tra- 
vail of His soul, and be satisfied, bless and reward you abundantly, and 
grant you to rejoice together with us, over the number of souls, who, 
from year to year, are delivered by His almighty power and grace, from 
the powers of darkness, and learn to know Jesus as their Saviour and 
Redeemer. May many thousands become partakers of His merey, and 
show forth His praise in their lives and conversetion. 

‘During the year 1823, 170 Brethren and Sisters have been em- 
ployed in 34 Missionary settlements, sowing the seed of the Gospel. 
Among the Delawares, in Upper Canada, and the Cherokees, eight Bre- 
thren were stationed, and they have not laboured without success. 
They have particularly devoted their attention to the instruction of 
children, to make them in early years acquainted with the way of sal- 
vation. 

‘“¢ Brother John Heckenwalder, the oldest of our Missionaries among 
the Indians, has finished his race in his 80th year. Even in that ad- 
vanced age he was occupied with the publication of various tracts, by 
which he gave proof of his great love to the Indian tribes. 


cee LL CCT Ne 


* This diminution in the half-yearly collections, is partly owing to the pre- 
sent mode of paying annual subscriptions or donations to the Treasurer, and 
not, as formerly, putting such gifts into the boxes at the doors, when these 
collections are made 
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* Seventeen Missionaries have laboured in our three settlements in 
Greenland, with faithfulness and blessing. Some of them, coming from 
Newherrnhut and Lichtenfels, gave us most interesting detiils of the 
work of God in those places. We were also enabled to consult with 
Brother Kleinschmidt about the establishment of a fourth settlement on 
the South point of Greenland. 

“ Twenty-eight Brethren and Sisters supply the three settlements, 
Nain, Okkak, and Hopedale, on the coast of Lab: ador. These congre- 
gations have increased, both in number, and in the love and knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

“In the English and Danish West India islands seventy-two Mis- 
sionaries are employed, and they are encouraged to proceed with confi- 
dence in their important work, seeing that the Lord blesses their la- 
bour with much fruit. In Jamaica, Barba oes, and St Kitts, the negroes 
have been more tian ever eager to hear the word of life, and in Suri- 
nam, the word of the cross has been the power of God for the conver- 
sion of many, both in Paramar bo and the neighbouring pluntations. 
Ten Brethren and Sisters are employed in this Mission. 

* In So-th Africa the great distress prevailing throughout the coun- 
try, had a considerable, and in some respects, a hurtful influence upon 
the state of the Hottentot congregations, but it likewise made in the 
minds of many of the Hottentots, salutiry impressions, insomuch that 
they turned to the only Helper in every time of need. According to 
the desire of the Colonial Government, the Brethren have undertaken 
the inspection and care of the Hospitel for Lepers. Thus they gained 
a desirable opportunity of instructing the poor patients in the doctrines 
of the Gospel, comforting and directing them according to the word of 
God; nor has their Jabour been unsuccessful. Thirty-five Brethren and 
Sisters are stationed in the settlements at the Cape, Gnadenthal, Groen- 
ekloof, Enon, and Hemel-en Aarde. They are greatly encouraged by 
the blessing of the Lord upon their work. 

“ After having, for these two years past, entertained the most pleas- 
ing hopes, that the wishes, prayers, and exertions of the congregation 
at Sarepta, in Russian Asia, would at length be crowned with success, 
for the salvation of the Calmuck tribes, and produce fruit that should 
remain, circumstances, over which we had no control, but which are 
connected with the ecclesiastical state of the country, forbid any farther 
progress, and the journey of the Hrethren Schill and Zwick among five 
hordes of Calmucks, to distribute parts of the holy Scriptures, printed 
in the Mongolian language, proved the conclusion of their Missionary la- 
bours. 

‘* Let us, dear Brethren and Sisters and friends, trust with confidence 
to that Lord. who desireth not the death, but the conversion and salva- 
tion of sinners, whom He has redeemed by His most precious blood, 


. that He will ground the congregations gathered from among the hea- 


then, more firmly upon Himself, as the Rock of ages. Let us offer up 
fervent prayers to Him, that He would continue to prepare Brethren and 
Sisters who are willing to devote themselves wholly unto His service, 
and to go forth through deserts or raging seas to proclaim His saving 
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name even in the uttermost parts of the earth. And let us likewise 
entreat Him, that He would cause that generous participation in the 
concerns and welfare of our Missions, which of late years, through His 
mercy, has been more than ever manifest and active, among so many 
of His people, in various denominations, to be preserved and increased 
for our encouragement and support. May He destroy the works and 
craft of Satan, by the power of His might. 

‘The Elder’s Conference of the Unity, join us in cordial saluta- 
tions to you all, and commending ourselves to the continuance of your 
remembrance in prayer, we remain, your faithful Brethren— 

“The Committee appointed for the management of the Missions of 
the United Brethren among the Heathen, 

L. W. FABRICIUS, 
G. M. SCHNEIDER, 
HANS WIED. 


| 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements by the Committee, appointed 
for the Management of the General Coxcerns of the United Brethren’s 
Mission, for the year 1823. 


The Receipts were as follows: 


Half yearly collections in the Brethren’s Settlements, $5307 72 
Contributions from members and friends of the Church 

not resident in the settlement, - - - - - - 3381 81 
Extraordinary Donations, chiefly from associations and 

friends in England and Scotland, - - - . - 34008 15 
Legacies, - - - - - . . a ie - 549 73 
interest more received than paid, “ : - - + 565 17 
By course of Exchange, . - - . : - : 28 67 


$43841 25 








(ame ae ane 
The Disbursements were: 
For Greenland, - : - ° . ‘ $2842 77 
South America, - - - - . - 1026 35 
Barbadoes, - - - : - - - 4515 20 
St, Kitts, ge et. ee ee ees 
Antigua, : - - - : - - 6322 u9 
Jamaica, - - - : - - - - 1767 36 
Labrador, - . - - . ° - 624 17 
Davish Islands, ~ - - - - - 0 
North American Indians, - - - - 1722 57 
South Africa, - - - - - - 5241 02 
Missions among the Calmucks, - - - 351 90 
_—_ $27415 39 
Agents and Book-keepers Salary, Stationary, &c. 869 37 
Postage, &c. - - - - - - 434 44 
—— 1303 81 
Pensions to 14 married pair, and 8 Brethren, 2210 72 
Do. 20 widows, - - - - 956 35 
Do, education of 51 children, - - 3056 00 
6223 09 


Vor. 12 
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Contributions towards the support of Mis- 

sionaries, who are still employed in the 

service in Europe, - - - - - - : 592 6U 
Travelling expenses, - - - - - - - 645 07 





36179 96 
Balance in favor, - - - : - 7661 29 





$43841 25 





General Statement at the close of 1823. 


Balance in favour of Accounts for 1823,-—- - - - $7661 29 
Disbursements of former years repaid in 1823, - - - 12 8: 
Extinct Annuities, - . - - : - - . 561 65 


8235 77 
From which deduct the Deficiency at the close of 1822, (sta- 
ted last year by mistake at 7695 dollars 63 cents.) - - 7694 44 


Actual Balance in favor atthe close of 1823, - . $ 541 $ 





BIOGRAPHY 
OF BROTHER JOHN HENRY DANKE. 
Who departed this life at Cairo in Egypt, October 6, 1772 
(CONTINUED FROM THE LAST NUMBER.) 


You likewise know, Father, what our Saviour hath said: “ where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also,” and “ out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh,” and “ by their fruits ye shall know 
them.” Now tell me, father, where among us are the people, whose 
hearts are full of Jesus’ love, whose mouth makes mention of Him day 
and night, and who conduct themselves as children of God?”——The 
chief minister replied: ‘I know of no such people. You speak so fa- 
vourably of your Maallum Hanna, because he is such a man; for before 
you never held such language.” “ It is true,.- what you say, replied 
Abdel Melak, ‘for before I was blind and did not knowit. But you 
also know Maallum Hanna and visit him; say, do you not believe him 
to be a happy man, loving the Lord Jesys from his whole heart!” 
“Yes,” said the clergyman, that is the impression I have of him; for 
he loves God and man.” Abdel Melak then said: ‘‘ That he has not 
got by works but by grace; and I will pray our Saviour day and night 
that I also may be made as happy.” In another house where Abdel 
Melak visited, lay a sick patient. Several Copts sat around her bed, 
and were reading to the woman the miracles said to have been wrought 
by the virgin Mary. Abdel Melak entering, they desired him to read 
on. Buthe replied: “ Read you on at your pleasure; I don’t choose 
to read any other books but such as treat of Him who shed His blood 
for us.” ‘The others said: “‘ You are now an Englishman, and have the 
Saviour in your heart.” He replied: ‘ Dear friends, know, that the 
Saviour is God, and will not be mocked; yet I know nothing more de- 
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sirable to wish to you and myself, but to have Him in our hearts.” Now 
they ridiculed him still more and the patient bid him leave the room. 
Thus, at the close of this visit, [ had reason to indulge the fond hope, 
that this Abdel Melak, i. e. Servant of the Angel, namely Michael’s) 
would yet become a servant of Christ. July 29, I left Behnesse and 
reached Cairo again, August Ist. 

“ On getting ready for my third visit tothe Copts, in January, 1772, 
two of that nation just happened to be here from Behnesse; | accor- 
dingly joined their company, and on the 28th early I went to Old Cairo 
on the banks of the Nile. But here we had to lay all day in the open 
air. A strong south east wind was blowing, which was not only ahead 
but also carried with it such a quantity of fine sand-dust, that the air 
was darkened by it. My eyes suffered very much in consequence, so 
that for three days they could not bear the light. ‘Towards evening of 
the same day, we entered a small crazy vessel, destined for Abugirge 
There went in our company 27 Arabs, with six women and some chil- 
dren. Day and night we bad either to sit or stand, there being not 
room enough for one man to lie down. During the day the weather 
was as warm as it is in Germany in June, and in the night we had cold 
dews and fogs. The captain, an Arab, understood very little about 
navigation; sometimes we struck upon the rocks with such force, that 
we expected our old barge would go to pieces; and then again we 
would run aground on shoals of sand. The waves ran so high that 
they often overwhelmed and completely drenched us. Being com- 
pelled to lay by the first night, by reason of a contrary wind, and the 
latter veering to the north, I roused the crew and at last by entreaties 
and threats prevailed upon them to make suil. 

29th.—Had the wind in our favor; but during the following days 
it again blew ahead.- The Arabs little care how long they are upon a 
voyage, provided they can but now and then find a green spot on shore 
where they may procure enough of green corn. A bite of bread and 
dish of coffee from me, however, always made them willing to draw 
the ship by the line, in which I frequently assisted them. In this man- 
ner we reached Abugirge on the evening of Feb. 2d. On stepping 
ashore, we found the Vice-Cashif with his soldiers there. He recog- 
nized me and asked me whither I was going? On replying, to Beh- 
nesse, he said: “ You cannot reach there this evening, and I will not 
suffer you to spend the night like the Arabs in the open air. I will, 
therefore, order my people to carry your goods to my lodgings; there 
you can sup and rest securely with me, and tomorrow I will furnish you 
with a camel for your goods and a horse for your own use. Thus you 
may prosecute your journey in peace to Behnesse, and free of expense.” 
I thanked him cordially for his generous offer and said, I would rather 
stay to-night at the harbor with my two Coptick friends. He then re- 
plied: “I meant to consult your ease; but you chose to be uncomforta- 
ble. You may have your own choice then.” He, however, ordered 
the guards, 24 of whom are always stationed at the harbour, to take 
care of me. 

Early in the morning of the $d, we loaded our goods on the back of 
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a camel and arrived at noon at Behnesse. My new host, Hadgi Han- 
na,* and his wife, received me as though I had been their son, and my 
arrival spread universal joy among the Copts. I also perceived that 
the priests still kept up their friendship for me, Kummus Ibrahim in 
particular, who wept for joy. 

Michael Bashara had made considerable progress in the Divine life, 
and it was evident that be truly lived in the faith of the Son of God. 
With great joy he related, how here and there he finds and improves 
opportunities to testify of the happiness of those that live in commu: 
nion with Christ. That his wife was gradually Ted to see more into it, 
and th:t day and night he prayed to the Lord to draw her and his three 
sons unto Himself, and preserve them in His grace. But in regard to 
the priests he remarks: “ Be well upon your guard as to them; none 
but Kummus [brahim is your true friend; they merely feign attach- 
ment because they know that if they are kind to you, they are kind to 
me; whereas in their hearts they’d fain wish to know you far away 
from Behnesse.” 

Only lately, Michael being on business with the soldiers at Klosanne, 
a silversmith, Habil by name, was awakened through his instrumental- 
ity. This man now came ona visit to Bebnesse, staid severa] days and 
with him I had several profitable conversations concerning the one 
thing needful. He had bardly returned to his native place, when he 
came back to Behnesse, soliciting Michael to assist him in procuring a 
birth here, that bimself and wife might enjoy more opportunities for 
edification. I strongly advised him to the contrary, and added, I 
thought it would be very clever, ifthe Lord had a house at Klosanne, 
too, in which his name was glorified; we would not forget them, but 
pay them frequent visits. But he repeated bis request, adding that in 
this respect his wife was of one mind with bim. Michael then spoke 
to Hanna, the silversmith, and he was immediately willing to let Habil 
occupy one half of his shop. 

Several weeks after my arrival at Behnesse, I had an interesting vi- 
sit from two itinerant priests from the convent of St. Michael, near 
Siud, in upper Egypt. They said they had heard a great deal of me 
on the way and were therefore rejoiced to meet me here. I begged 
them to tell me quite candidly, what they had heard. They replied: 
“* We have every where heard, that you were azeslous christian and 
that you loved Messiah tenderly, so that the like of you had never been 
seen here; but we have likewise heard that you reject fasting, as being 
non-essential to salvation. Dear friend, do inform me, how will this 
agree together?” I replied: ‘‘ Your fasts and other ecclesiastical insti- 
tutions concern me none at all; I have never yet rejected them, but I 
can neither recommend them to any body, grounding as I do my salva- 
tion sulely upon Jesus and his merits. But now I would ask you, of 
what use is your fasting?” They answered: ‘ Of none at all but that 











* Christians, as well as Mahommedans assume the dignified appellation of 
Hadgi, (pron. Hadshi, in English, pilgrim;) the former after having been on 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and the latter to Mecca. 
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we keep under our bodies a little.” ‘ Well,” said I, “ now let me in- 
form you, how I contrive not only to keep under my body but my soul 
also. God, who created heaven and earth, became a poor man, led a 
toilsome life of 33 years in this world and after the greatest suffering, 
died at last on the cross, in order to procure for us liberty from sin and 
eternal life. When this great event was first solemnly impressed on 
my mind, [ had no longer any peace, until I was clearly convinced that 
my debt had been paid by the sacrifice of Christ. Since that time I am 
daily enabled to rejoice in God, my Saviour, and have a free access to 
Him. Now, when I perceive an evil thought arising in my soul or the 
motions of sin in my body, I think of the grief and anguish of his holy 
soul, and of the pains and torments his sacred body, endured; how he 
laid down and re-assumed his life, that we might die to sin and be re- 
newed in the divine life. With this meditation, k connect the petition, 
that He would screen me against every thing foreign to His mind and 
example; and then I feel a virtue emanating frum Him, that explodes 
every power of darkness, whereby so many souls are led captive. This 
(continued I,) is my penance; which now do you consider more effi- 
cient, yours or mine?” They replied: “There can exist no kind of 
comparison between the two; for our penance rests on the basis of hu- 
man traditions; but you are a man highly favoured and taught of God.” 
After discoursing ona variety of subjects with these clergymen, they 
invited me to visit their country too; and when I told them that such 
a thing might possibly happen, they replied: ‘ O pray don’t forget 
to come, we will receive you with joy.” 

* On the otiier hand, a Copt, living in a village about three miles 
from Bebnesse, informed me, that | should meet with a very unwel- 
come reception from the inhabitants thereof, if ever I came thither; 
one of the priests buving declared that he would see me stoned to 
death and even cast the first stone upon me. I then hada very inter- 
esting conversation with the informant, on the way to salvation, and on 
parting, asked him: ‘“* Would you also assist in stoning me to death, if 
[entered your village?” He replied: “ By no means. I would ra- 
ther be stoned to death for you.” 1 did not, however, go there, but 
continued my visits to the other villages. About this time a monk from 
the convent of St. Anthony came to Bebnesse. This convent the 
Copts consider as the most sacred of all. It has a lonely situation on 
the mountains on the opposite side of the Nile. The monk visited M. 
Bashara and said to him: * I am surprized you should suffer a foreign- 
er.to persuade you to embrace a strange doctrine; for | understand 
that you are greatly attached to Maallum Hanna, the Englishman, and 
that you believe all his words.” Michael gave him a brief exposition 
of my doctrine; whereupon the Monk said: ‘ That is all well, but how 
is it about the fests?” Michael answered by quoting several appropri- 
ate scripture texts, whereupon the former said: “ The truth is in your 
band my son! Peace be unto you! and do you most cordially salute 
your Maallum Hanna from me! 

I also consider it as a very remarkable circumstance, that priest Yu- 
hanna one day said to the other three resident clergymen in my pre- 
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sence, “ We ought to study the Holy Scriptures with greater assiduity 
If we were even but to read them with our natural understanding, we 
would soon perceive, that frequently, while following human inven- 
tions, we pass by the will of God.” 

‘Towards the end of February the internal peace of the country was 
disturbed for some time. Mahammed Bey, Ali Bey’s brother-in-law, 
and general in chief, having collected a number of adherents among 
the soldiery, one night suddenly left Cairo with them and his wealth he 
had amassed, for Upper Egypt, in order there to put himself in battle 
array against Ali. He marched through this country, without, howe- 
ver touching upon Behnesse. In consequence thereof, the inhabitants 
of this distritt had to endure many privations, their cattle being driven 
away, and their grain in the field laid waste. About the middle of 
April the two armies marched out to meet each other, and a great 
slaughter was expected to ensue. But the affair terminated without 
bloodshed; for after a great part of Ali Bey’s army had gone over with 
their commander Ishmael Bay, the rest, seeing themselves too weak to 
act either on the offensive or defensive, accordingly retreated; Maham- 
med Bey pursucd them, compelled his brother-in-law to fly into Syria, 
and thus put himself in possession of the supreme power. During this 
revolution the inhabitants of Behnesse were under great apprehensions ; 
yet otherwise they remained exempt from the horrors of war. The 
Arabs of the country indeed, as soon as the soldiers had marched off, 
resumed their old trade of attacking and plundering people in the street; 
but Mahammed Bey, like his predecessor, soon provided for the restor- 
ation of public security. 

Prior to these commotions, already in the beginning of February, 
the bishop of this diocese, who bas his residence at Cairo and keeps an 
annual visitation of the churches under his care, had departed this 
life, in the village of Berdenoha, about twelve miles from Behnesse, 
while just on the point of visiting this town on the same errand. His 
name was Carolus, a man very zealous in the discharge of his duties. 
When he found that people were not rigid enough in the observance 
of fasts and similar exercises, he would not only reprove them severely 
for their remissness, but according as circumstances seemed to de- 
mand, even apply his cane to their backs. May 21st, the new bishop, 
Athanasius by name, came hither on a visitation. I went to bid him 
welcome. He immediately recognized me, and said: “I have seen 
you with another friend at the archbishop’s, who is gone to Abyssinia, 
and also with our patriarch at Cairo. Are you not an Englishman?” 
On my replying that I was by birth a subject of the King of England, 
he answered: “ You are a good christian too. I have already heard of 
you in different places, and if you endeavour to make Jews and Gen- 
tiles acquainted with Christ crucified, you will receive a great reward. 
But here you are not allowed to preach to the Mussulmen, and we 
Copts do already believe in Christ. If, therefore, your object here is, 
to draw over the Copts from their religion to yours, you do not act 
right in that. For don’t yousee, how many Copts are gained by the 
Franks for the Catholic church; but wherein are they any the better 
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for it?? LT replied: “ You may rest assured, that I never make it an 
object to entice one soul to leave your church; but I should greatly 
rejoice, if a vast number of Copts would conceive a cordial attach- 
nent to their God and Saviour, who created and redeemed them by 
His blood. These I should then entreat and admonish to abide faith 
ful members of their church and asa good salt, to become useful 
among their brethren. As for your declaration, that the Copts believe 
in Christ, [ suppose you wil] not admit men, who are living in open 
commission of sin, to be children of God; for he only isa child of God, 
who through faith in Christ has been liberated from the service of sin.” 
‘ No,” said he, “ he that loves Christ, avoids sin and keeps his com- 
mandments.” ‘ You will therefore,” returned I, “ not think hard of 
me for endeavouring to lead my fellow-christians, going astray in the 
paths of sin, into the way of salvation.” ‘ No,” replied he, “ Ido not; 
[ rather will say herein you do a good work: for it is written, that he 
who converteth a sinner from the error of his ways, shall save a soul 
from death.” He then spoke about fasting, and having, as above, giv- 
en him my view of the subject, he said to some bystanding Copts: “ If 
you fast and pray every day, from morning to night and do many good 
works and have not charity, all will avail you nothing.” After I had 
replied to some more questions, he proposed, he said tome: - Your 
name is written in the book of lifel” Next day the bishop again sent 
for me. I perceived that others had prejudiced his mind against me. 
However, he gave me a friendly reception and said: “ I believe, as I 
have already told you yesterday, that you are a child of God, and that 
your name is written in the book of lite; we find however, (there were 
several others present) that in some points you are opposed to our 
church regulations; for you think nothing of fasting and the invoca- 
tion of saints. I will therefore only tel] you that inasmuch as I do not 
require you to conform to our rules, so you shall neither endeavour to 
persuade any of our people to embrace your faith.” I replied, “ I re- 
commend to men’s souls, not human institutions, but the mercy of God, 
without which none can be saved. Paul, that great Apostle, testifies 
concerning himself, that he obtained mercy, and that what was gain to 
him formerly, he now considered as loss, that he might win Christ and 
be found in Him. By the grace of God I also know no other ground 
of salvation, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. This Jesus I mean 
to preach to my fellow sinners until death. If they will not hear the 
gospel at one place and order me away, [ go to another.” Here M. 
Bashara, who was present also, said: “ You are right, Brother Hanna! 
God preserve you and bestow your faith into the hearts of many thous- 
and Copts!” Kummus Ibrahim too, who stood before the bishop, 
said to him: “ You may rest assured, father, that our Brother Hanna 
does not seck to prejudice any one against fasting or any of our reli- 
gious institutions. He that told you he did, did not speak the truth.” 
Hereupon the bishop cast a friendly look at me and said: “ Well, I 
see that they do not all hate you, but that there are still some people 
here, that are attached to you. I also Jove you and will not prescribe 
any thing to you. Act agreeably to the dictates of your faith.” 
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Next morning he had me again requested to come and see him and 
his first address was, “‘ How can you prevail upon yourself to leave 
me alone so long? Whenever you are not with me it appears to me 
as though something were wanting.” He now paid me every possible 
attention and would not suffer me to leave him all that day. We spent 
our time in profitable conversations and in the evening took an affec- 
tionate leave of each other. On the following day he returned to Cairo, 
and [ went ona visit into the country. 

I hired an ass and rode up along Joseph's canal. In the village of 
Sake I called with an acquaintance, Salib by name, who with his chil- 
drenand grandchildren, in all 75 souls, lived under one roof. This 
family are very hospitable and exceedingly kind to the poor. As 
usual I met with a favorable reception, although a Turkish Aga or 
captain with his men was quartered upon the house. They immedi- 
ately cautioned me, if possible, not to come within sight of the Aga, as 
he might address me very rudely, and propose a variety of disagreea- 
ble questions tome. But I had hardly been half an hour in the house, 
when he espied me, called me to him and said: ‘* Who are you?”—<“ J 
am a cabinetmaker, working at Cairo at my trade and am now preach- 
ing the gospel to the Copts.”” ‘ What country are you from?”—*“f 
am a subject of the king of England.” He then reached out his hand 
to me, saying: “ You are our friend and ’twere well if all the Copts 
embraced your faith.” The head of the family and several of its mem- 
bers standing by, he asked them whether they had known me before 
now? and on receiving an affirmative answer, he continued: ‘“ Why 
don’t you become to be such characters as this Maallum? ‘The English 
are an honest set of people; their yea is yea and their nay is nay; but 
you Copts are a false set. With your lips you hold a fair speech, but 
your hearts are filled with gall.” I staid two days there, and had to eat 
and drink with the Aga; but neither in this numerous family nor in the 
village did I find open ears. The town is situated about twelve miles 
from Behnesse, in a southern direction, close by the canal, in a fertile 
country. Both places are mostly inhabited by Arabs, and it is hardly 
possible by any external mark to distinguish them from the christians, 
but that the latter have a still darker aspect than the former. I now 
bent my steps towards Mangatum, about ten miles higher up, on the 
east side of the canal. and among others, visited Abeed, a Coptick scri- 
vener, at whose house I met M. Bashara, who was there upon business. 
We had a blessed meeting together and [ staid here all night. 

(To be concluded in the next Number.) 
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